Obituary

Jonathan Knudsen
1944-1999

Jonathan Knudsen, Professor of History at Wellesley College and a member of
the Editorial Board of CEH, died on 28 August after a ten-month battle with
a virulent strain of cancer. His death was premature and a tragic loss for his fam-
ily and for the German historical community. Those who knew Jonathan will
miss his quick wit, infectious laughter, impish grin, and his capacity for friend-
ship. I met him at the Max-Planck-Institute in Géttingen in 1979, and we
quickly became friends. Over the years, I came to appreciate his outstanding
analytical abilities. We discussed the latest books, theories from the Sonderweg
to the Historikerstreit and the Goldhagen controversy. In each case he had per-
ceptive insights to offer; he was rarely conventional. We got to the point where
we could read each other’s scholarly drafts with critical eyes without it affecting
our friendship.

As a member of the Editorial Board his contributions were manifold. Apart
from reading manuscripts, he offered to translate articles from the German,
which he did with excellent results (for example the article in CEH 31, no. 4,
“Elementary Education, Schools, Literacy, and the Demands of Everyday Life:
Northwest Germany ca. 18007). Occasionally he would call to say that an
important book had appeared in Germany that should be reviewed, or to men-
tion a session he had attended at a conference that should be considered for
publication. Since he spent many summers at the Max Planck Institute fiir
Geschichte (which he helped to save some years ago when it was threatened
with closure), he was always aware of the latest rattling of the skeletons in
the discipline of German history. He helped to make the journal more cos-
mopolitan. Some of the most interesting thematic issues we published in the
past eight years were a result of a telephone call from Jonathan. He will be
missed on the board.

Jonathan’s graduate training as a German historian was about as good as it
gets in this country. At Berkeley in the late sixties and early seventies, he could
study with Hans Rosenberg, Gerald Feldman, and Wolfgang Sauer, all three
first-rate scholars with rigorous standards. He chose to work in the eighteenth
century, a period about which littde had been published in the U.S., and that
even in Germany was something of a backwater until the past decade or two. |
remember Rosenberg saying it was impossible to teach a course on the long
eighteenth century to undergraduates for lack of secondary literature. Jonathan,
Rosenberg’s last student, was to help make up for the paucity.
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His dissertation on Justus Méser, which was published as a book by
Cambridge, makes three distinct contributions. First, several chapters skillfully
lay out in great detail the cultural and intellectual universe of north Germany
in the second half of the eighteenth century, the world which produced Maser.
This scene setting is masterful and a distinct contribution in itself. Upon read-
ing these early chapters, I remember thinking that I would return to them if I
ever had to give a lecture on the eighteenth century. Secondly, the book criti-
cally examines all of M&ser’s writings in a clear and concise manner. Mser has
long been recognized as a distinctively German thinker, but little about him
existed in English apart from a translation of Karl Mannheim’s essay on
“Conservative Thought.” Jonathan viewed Méser as the beginning of an anti-
enlightenment school and deftly shows how he evolved from a practical
reformer in mid-century to an arch foe of the French Revolution. Thirdly, the
book is a contribution to the study of the German and European Enlighten-
ment. It is a genuinely learned piece of scholarship that demonstrates its author’s
in-depth grasp of the major intellectual currents in Europe as well as north
Germany and integrates Moser into them.

In addition, Jonathan coedited a volume on the German Enlightenment and
history, and published articles on themes as diverse as Meinecke, liberalism in
early nineteenth-century Berlin, and Friedrich Nicolai. The latter stands out,
because Jonathan establishes, quite effectively, that there was a “common sense”
aspect to the German Enlightenment centered around Nicolai and his printing
firm. The reader is led to consider Nicolai as an indigenous German thinker
with some similarities to the writers of the Scottish “practical Enlightenment.”
His major unfinished project was a study of the evolution of liberalism in
Berlin. In a volume edited by Larry Eugene Jones and Konrad Jarausch,
Jonathan published an article on this theme which reminds one of his Dokfor-
vater’s style. The Prussian state is excoriated for its intolerance of unorthodox
thinkers and Berlin is pictured as an oppressive environment for liberals. Nei-
ther Rosenberg nor Knudsen could be accused of leaving the politics out of
their scholarship.

Jonathan and Wellesley College were well matched. As an undergraduate col-
lege there was a greater concern with teaching than is common at research uni-
versities. When Wellesley established a teaching award in 1982, Jonathan,
although only an assistant professor with six years at the college, was the first
winner. The students clearly recognized his intellectual engagement, his gentle-
ness, and his ability to combine wit and gravitas.

We have lost an outstanding member of our Zunft. He leaves two daughters,
Katey who recently graduated from Wellesley, and Eden, a sophomore at the
University of Virginia.

KENNETH D. BARKIN
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE
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ARTICLES

Conventions of Madness: Brirgerlichkeit and the Asylum
in the Vormdrz

Ann Goldberg
Keeping Faith: The German Syndicalists in the First
World War

Wayne Thorpe

REVIEW ESSAYS

Remembering German Pasts: Memory in German History,
18711989
David Crew
Reassessing Germany’s Ostpolitik. Part I, From Detente
to Refreeze
Noel D. Cary

BOOK REVIEWS

The Roman Empire and its Germanic Peoples, by Herwig Wolfram
(Michele Salzman)

The Letters of Hildegard von Bingen, vol. 2, translated by

Joseph L. Baird and Radd K. Ehrman
(John B. Freed)

Stadtgesellschaft und Krieg: Sozialstruktur, Bevilkerung und

Wirtschaft in Stralsund und Stade 1700 bis 1715, by Stefan Kroll
(Terence Mclntosh)

Seize the Book, Jail the Author: Johann Lorenz Schmidt and

Censorship in Eighteenth-Century Germany, by Paul Spaulding
(Johan van der Zande)

Das Alte Reich, 1648—1806, vol. 3, Das Reich und der

osterreichisch-preussische Dualismus (1745-1806), by Karl Otmar

von Aretin

(John G. Gagliardo)
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Konservatismus in Deutschland: Von den Anfdengen im 18.
Jahrhundert bis zur Gegenwart, by Axel Schildt
(Klemens von Klemperer)
Stadt und Militar 1815-1914: Wirtschaftliche Impulse,
infrastrukturelle Beziehungen, sicherheitspolitische Aspekte,
edited by Bernhard Sicken
(Holger H. Herwig)
Frauenbewegung und Nation: Patriotische Frauenvereine in
Deutschland im friithen 19. Jahrhundert (1813-1830), by
Dirk Alexander Reder
(Ann Taylor Allen)
Capitalism, Politics, and Railroads in Prussia, 1830—1870,
by James M. Brophy
(Frank B. Tipton)
The Pity of War, by Niall Ferguson
(Gerhard L. Weinberg)
The Tieaty of Versailles: A Reassessment after 75 Years, edited by
Manfred F Boeneke, Gerald D. Feldman, and Elizabeth Glaser
(Norman Rich)
Between the Swastika and the Cross of Lorraine: Fascisms in Interwar
Alsace, by Samuel Huston Goodfellow
(Irwin M. Wall)
In the Name of the People: Perpetrators of Genocide in the Reflection
of Their Post-War Prosecution in Germany: The “Euthanasia” and
“Action Reinhard” Trial Cases, by Dick de Mildt
(Peter Hoftimann)
Caught: The Art of Photography in the German Democratic
Republic, by Karl Gernot Kuehn
(Dagmar Barnouw)
Politik in der Geschichte, by Hans-Ulrich Wehler
Die Herausforderung der Kulturgeschichte, by Hans-Ulrich Wehler
{Jonathan Sperber)
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