VISITING THE ORACLE AT DODONA

Previous studies of Greek oracles have largely examined their social
and political connections. In contrast, this pioneering volume
explores the experience of visiting the oracle of Zeus at Dodona in
NW Greece, focusing on the role of the senses and embodied cogni-
tion. Building on the unique corpus of oracular question tablets
found at the site, it investigates how this experience made new ways
of knowing and new forms of knowledge available. Combining
traditional treatments of evidence with more recent theoretical
approaches, including from psychology, narratology and environ-
mental humanities, the chapters explore the role of nature, sound,
touch and stories in the experience of consultation. By evoking the
details of this experience, they help the reader understand more
deeply what it was like for ancient men and women to visit the oracle
and ask the god for help. This title is also available as open access on

Cambridge Core.

HUGH BOWDEN is Professor of Ancient History at King’s College
London. He is the author of books on the oracle of Delphi, ancient
mystery cults and Alexander the Great. The main focus of his research
is religious experience in the ancient world.

ESTHER EIDINOW is Professor of Ancient History at the University
of Bristol. She works on ancient Greek culture and literature, espe-
cially religion and magic, and has published widely in this area. Most
recently, she designed and led the Arts and Humanities Research
Council-funded Virtual Reality Oracle project.
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This series seeks to take advantage of a critical moment in the development of
the study of ancient religion. This is one in which previous models (especially the
sharp oppositions frequently drawn between ritual and belief, or between the
social and the individual) are increasingly being questioned, and in which scholars
of the ancient world are more and more drawing on cognitive approaches in the
search for new paradigms. The ‘cognitive science of religion” draws on insights
developed in a wide range of fields: cognitive and evolutionary psychology, social
anthropology, and neurobiology, amongst others. In essence, however, it seeks to
understand religious experience as rooted in the ordinary cognitive capacities of
the human brain. The series covers not only Greek and Roman religion but a range
of ancient cultures from the Mediterranean and Near East, including Greece,
Rome, Egypt, Babylonia, Persia, and Phoenicia, as well as cultures from Iron Age
Europe. It will also explore the implications for the study of these cultures of
a range of different cognitive approaches to religion and will include work by
scholars from a wide range of disciplines in anthropology, the study of religion,
evolutionary psychology, and neuroscience in addition to that by historians and
archaeologists of the ancient world.

Titles in the series:

Cognitive Approaches to Ancient Religious Experience
ESTHER EIDINOW, ARMIN W. GEERTZ, AND JOHN NORTH

Senses, Cognition, and Ritual Experience in the Roman World
BLANKA MISIC AND ABIGAIL GRAHAM

Visiting the Oracle at Dodona
HUGH BOWDEN AND ESTHER EIDINOW
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