ASSOCIATION FOR THE
STUDY OF NATIONALITIES

https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.20. 0094 Published online by Cambridge University Press



https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2025.10094

NATIONALITIES PAPERS

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Harris Mylonas

George Washington University, USA

MANAGING EDITOR
Ned Whalley

BOOK REVIEW EDITOR
Jennie L. Schulze - Duguesne University, USA

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Zeynep Bulutgil - University College London, UK
Elise Giuliano - Columbia University, US
Karolina Lendak-Kabok - Eétvos Lorand University, Budapest, Hungary
Gulnaz Sharafutdinova - King’s College London, UK
David R. Stroup - University of Manchester, UK

EDITORIAL BOARD

Yehonatan Abramson - The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel; Fiona B. Adamson -SOAS,
University of London, UK; Hugh Agnew - George Washington University, USA; Sener Aktiirk -
Kog¢ University, Turkey, Dominique Arel - University of Ottawa, Canada; Monika Baar -
University of Leiden, The Netherlands,; Lowell Barrington - Marquette University, USA;

Ceren Belge - Concordia University, Canada; Max Bergholz - Concordia University, Canada;
Stefano Bianchini - A/ma Mater Studiorum, University of Bologna, Italy; Florian Bieber -
University of Graz, Austria; Rogers Brubaker - University of California, Los Angeles, USA;
David Crowe - Chapman University and Elon University, USA; Zsuzsa Csergo - Queen’s
University, Canada; Keith Darden - American University, USA; Bhavna Davé - SOAS, University
of London, UK; Stephen Deets - Babson College, USA; Magdalena Dembinska - Université de
Montréal, Canada; Mila Dragojevi¢ - The University of the South, USA; Yuval Feinstein -
University of Haifa, Israel; Julie George - Queens College and the Graduate Center, City
University of New York, USA,; Paul Goode - Carleton University, Canada; Alexandra Goujon -
University of Bourgogne, Dijon, France; Henry Hale - George Washington University, USA;
Erin Jenne - Central European University, Hungary, Emmanuel Karagiannis - Kings College,
London, UK, Eleanor Knott - London School of Economics and Political Science, UK;

Natalie Koch - Syracuse University, USA; Maria Koinova - University of Warwick, UK,
Jeffrey Kopstein - University of California, Irvine, USA, Dominika Koter - Colgate University,
USA; Marlene Laruelle - George Washington University, USA,; Sandra Léon - Carlos IlI-Juan
March Institute, Carlos I1I University of Madrid, Spain; Sinisa MaleSevi¢ - University College,
Dublin, Ireland; Srdja Pavlovié¢ - University of Alberta, Canada; Peter Rutland - Wesleyan
University, USA; Caress Schenk - Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan, Oxana Shevel - Tufts
University, USA; David Siroky - University of Florida, USA, Regine Spector - UMass Amherst,
USA4; Djordje Stefanovic - University of Adelaide, Australia; Rok Stergar - University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia, David Szakonyi - George Washington University, USA, Gerard Toal
(Gearo6id O Tuathail) - Virginia Tech, USA; Peter Vermeersch - University of Leuven, Belgium;
Elpida Vogli - University of Thrace, Greece; Myra Waterbury - Ohio University, USA;
Timothy William Waters - Indiana University, USA; Theodore R. Weeks - Southern Illinois
University, USA; Susan L. Woodward - The Graduate Center, City University of New York, USA;
Stefan Wollff - University of Birmingham, UK.

PAST EDITORS:

1972-1984: Stephen Horak - Eastern Illinois University, USA
1985-1986: Orest Subtelny - York University, Canada

1987-1998: Henry Huttenbach - The City College, CUNY, USA
1999-2002: Nancy Wingfield - Northern Illinois University, USA
2002-2009: Steve Sabol - University of North Carolina, Charlotte, USA
2009-2013: Florian Bieber - University of Graz, Austria

2013-2018: Peter Rutland - Wesleyan University, USA

https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2025.10094 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2025.10094

Nationalities Papers is the place to turn for cutting edge multidisciplinary work on nationalism,
migration, diasporas, and ethnic conflict. We publish high-quality peer-reviewed articles from
historians, political scientists, sociologists, anthropologists, and scholars from other fields. Our
traditional geographical emphasis has been on Central and Eastern Europe and Eurasia, but we
now publish research from around the globe. As the journal of the Association for the Study of
Nationalities (ASN), our mission is to bring together scholars worldwide working on nationalism
and ethnicity and to feature the best theoretical, empirical, and analytical work in the field. We
strongly encourage submissions from women, members of minority and underrepresented groups,
and people with disabilities.

Instructions for Contributors can be found at cambridge.org/nps-ifc

Nationalities Papers is published six times a year (January, March, May, July, September,
November) by Cambridge University Press, 1 Liberty Plaza, New York, NY 10006, USA.

ISSN: 0090-5992
EISSN: 1465-3923
© Association for the Study of Nationalities, 2026. All rights reserved.

On the Cover. Photo taken by Rimanté Jaugaité. Appeal to Bosniaks, Serbs, and Croats (Sarajevo,
Bosnia and Herzegovina), 2023.

The Bosnian War formally ended 30 years ago with the signing of the Dayton Peace Agreement
(DPA) in 1995. However, the peace that followed fell short of many people’s expectations. Rather than
fostering national unity, the DPA established a complex political and administrative system of power-
sharing among the country’s three main constituent peoples: Bosniaks, Croats, and Serbs—effectively
leaving all other citizens marginalized. This system institutionalized ethnic divisions, requiring
citizens to identify with one of the three groups and making it difficult to adopt a more inclusive,
civic Bosnian identity. Beyond politics, segregation persists in areas such as education, media, social
and cultural life, and informal economic networks. These enduring divisions, compounded by the
increasingly provocative and genocide-denying rhetoric of Republika Srpska’s leading politician and
long-serving president, Milorad Dodik (in office from 2010 to 2018 and again from 2022 to 2025),
make peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina more fragile than ever.

In this context, the graffiti “Mir mup mir.—the word ‘peace’ written in both Latin and Cyrillic
scripts—symbolically addresses all major communities in BiH. While Bosniaks, Croats, and Serbs
speak mutually intelligible varieties of a common language, script and symbolic expression still carry
deep political and cultural meaning. In light of the ongoing global conflicts and escalations, peace
may seem meaningless and banal. Yet for many people in BiH, it remains an unfulfilled promise.
They are weary of the lingering effects of the DPA and long for a normal life and a moment of respite.
Ironically, a sticker placed next to the graffiti invites passersby to participate in a “healing week’ and
promises “divine straightening,” creating an unexpected dialogue.
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