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DR, MERCIER'S DEFINITION OF INSANITY—A CORRECTION.
To the Editors of THK JOURNAL OF MENTAL SCIENCE.

GENTLEMEN,—I find that in my ¢ Definitions of Insanity *’ in the last number
of this Journal I have not given Dr. Mercier’s definition precisely as he states it.
Dr. Mercier’s words are : “ From whatever point of view it is regarded, insanity
is then found to be a failure in the process of adjustment of the organism to
its environment,” whereas the definition I ascribed to him was that insanity
is “ a failure of the organism to adjust itself to its environment” (‘ Journal,”
Jan,, 1882, p. 526). I need hardly say that the first form of words is, equally
with the second, open to the objections I have pointed out. I may add, more-
over, that it gives promi to an el t that renders the definition self.
destractive. In the paragraph preceding the one I have quoted from, Dr. Mer-
cier says: “To say that the organism is adjusted to the environment is to say
that it is in definite relation with the environment, and for a relation between
two terms to be definite it is necessary that the terms themselves between
which the relation subsists should also be definite ” (p. 525). Now, as * environ-
ment ” is not & definite term, there can not (from Dr. Mercier’s premises) be
any definite relation between the organism and it, and therefore the organism
cannot be adjusted to the environment. Dr. Mercier’s only escape from this
position would be to say that “environment” is a definite term. He has,
however, himself cut off his retreat. He says: * Now, the definition of
insanity is a failure in the process of adjustment, and the onus of faiiure lies in
the process itself only when the terms are capable of adjustment. If the condi-
tion of the organism on the one hand, or the condition of the environment on
the other, is such that they are either of them incapable of being definitely ve-
presented in consciousness, then the failure isin the representation of the terms
in consciousness, and not in the process of adjustment of the one to the other ”
(l.c.). Dr. Mercier then gives examples where special portions of the environ-
ment were not definite. The addition of the remoter and more general por-
tions would hardly increase the definiteness. We thus see that Dr. Mercier
cannot consistently admit either that the organism is ever adjusted to the en-
vironment, or that the failure in adjustment is ever in the process.

Yours traly,
Sussex House, Hammersmith, WiLLiax R. HuaGARD,
March, 1.

INDEX MEDICO-PSYCHOLOGICUS.
(For the Year 1883.)
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Brain-Diseases, Treatise on, for Practitioners and Students. Lehrbuch der
Gehirnkrankhbeiten fiir Aerzte und Studirende. 8rd vol., 8vo. Berlin,

1883.

Brain-Mischief (Cases of, without organic lesion). New York Med. Journ.,
1883, part xxxvii., page 91.

Brain-Weight (Comparative, of boys and girls). Bulletin Soc. d’Anthro-
pologie de Paris, part iii., page 524.

On the unequal weight of the cerebral hemispheres. Revista Speriment.
di Freniat. Regio Emilia, 1882, viii., 450.

Brain, The removal and preservation of the. Dr. Wilder. Journ. Nerv. and
Ment. Diseases, New York, 1883, x., 529.

Brain-t‘um(;lg'é Two cases of. Dr. R. B. Mitchell. Edin. Med. Journ., 1888,
xxix., 430.

Broca (Psychology and Works of). By Dr. Zaborowski. Revue Internat. des
Sciences Biolog., Paris, 1882, x., page 141.

Caffeine. Dr. Bevan Lewis, Journ. Ment. Science, July, 1883, j:age 167.
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Cannabis Indica and Syphilis as causes of Insanity in Turkey. Dr. Davidson.
Journ. of Ment. Science, Jan., 1883, page 493.

Cerebellar Cortex, The. By Dr. C. E. Beevor. In Brain, 1883, xxiii., 419.

Cerebral Anatomy. Method of demonstrating the Connections of the Brain.
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Tumour, Case of. By Dr. Bruce, in Brain, 1888, xxii., page 289.
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Disease (Interesting case of, with grave symptoms, ending in recovery).
By Dr. A. H. Bennet, in the Lancet, 1888, Vol. i., page 267.

Chemical Diseases of the Brain and Spinal Cord as conditioned by the chemical
ggggtitution of these organs. Dr. Thudichum, Brit. Med. Journ., London,

, ii., 524.

Chloral Hydrate, Use of interrupted doses. (Ueber die Wirkung gebrochener
Dosen von Chloralhydrat bei Aufregungs-Zustinden), Dr. von Rinecker.
Allg. Zeitsohr fiir Psychiatrie, Berlin, 1883, xl., 272.

Hydrate in the Psychoses. Dr. Kiernan. Journ. of Nerv. and Mental
Diseases, New York, 1883, 239.

Chorea (Some statistics of). By Angel Money, M.D. Brain, part xx., January,
1883, page 511.

Chronic Insane (Care of). Dr. Agnew, in New York Med. Record, 1883, part
xxiii., page 138.

Clinical and therapeutic researches in Epilepsy, Hysteria, and Idiocy. Drs.
Bourneville, Bonnaire and Wuillamié, Compte rendu du service des Epilep-
tiques et des enfants idiots et arriérés di Bicétre, pendant I'année 1881.
Paris, 1883. 8vo.

County-Asylums and County-Boards. By the Editors Journ. Ment. Science,
January, 1883, page 652.

Conium in Acute Mania. Dr. Kiernan, in Journ, Nerv. and Ment. Diseases,
New York, 1888, viii,, 234.

Consciousness (On the seat of). Dr. John Cleland. Journ. Ment. Science, July,
1883, page 147.

Concealed Insanity, as illustrated by the case of Mark Gray, Dr. Brower,
Alienist and Neurologist, St. Louis, 1883, iv., 461.

Craniology of Epileptics. Sulla Craniologia degli Epilettici. Dr. Amadei, in
Archiv. per Antropologia, Florence, 1882, xii., 185

Cranium-Capacity. La capacita del Cranio negli Alienati. Archiv. per I'Antro-
pologia, Firenze, 1882, xii., 185.

Cranio-Maxillary Angle, in the Insane and Criminals. Archiv. per I'’Antro-
pclogia, Firenze, 1882, xii., 278.

Criminal Psychology (its relationship to states of society). Dr. David Nicolson.
Journ. of Ment. Science, Jan., 1883, page 510.

Criminals’ Brains (Regarding). Dr. Benedikt Wiener. Med. Presse, 1888, part
xxiv., page 119.

Criminal Asylums (Discussion on). Annales Med. Psch., Paris, 1882, part viii.,

page 259.
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Crimli;sl Anthropology. Dr. Puglia, in Archiv. di Psichiatria, Lorino, 1888, iv.,
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Crime committed during unconscious states. (Verbrechen in bewusstlosem
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Electrical Excitability of the Cerebrum (The influence of Anaemia on the). By
Dr. Orschansky. Archiv. fiir Physiologie, Leipzig, 1883, page 125.

Electrical Treatment. Behandlung der Psychosen mit Elektricitat. Dr, Tigges,
in Allg. Zeitschr. f. Psychiatrie, xxxix., 697.

Electrisation (Therapeutic value of spinal and cephalic). Alienist and Neurolo-
gist, part iv., pnge 77.

Employment of Insane. Zur landwirthschaftliche Beschiftigung der Irren.
Dr. Schroeter, in Zeitschr. f. Psychiatrie, 1883, part xxxix., page 818.

Epilepsy. Ueber epileptiforme Hallucinationen. Dr. Kiihn., Berl. Clin.
Wochenschrift, 1883, xx., 253.

1"T;?1%hining in. By Dr. Yandel, in Medical News, Philadelphia, 1883,
xlii., 448,

—— Legons cliniques sur l’ll‘inlepsie. By Dr. Magnan, Paris, Delahaye and

rosuier.

——— (Ein Fall von langjéhriger Reflexepilepsie, in Folge von Oxyuris ver-
micularis). Dr. Windelschmidt. Allg. Med. Central. Zeitung, Berlin, 1883,
iii., 605.

and its relation to Ear Disease. Dr. Ormerod, in Brain, 1883, xxi., 20.

——— Case of. By Dr. Mercier, in Brain, 1883, xxiii., page 872."

—1—1 study of a case of. By Chas. Mercier, M.B., in Brain, 1883, xxii., page
9

Epileptic imbecility, atrophy and sclerosis of cerebellum in a case of, Dr.
Major, Journ. Ment. Science, Jan. 1883, p. 532,

Epilepsy, treatment of 17 cases by sodium nitrite. Dr.Ralfe. Proc. Roy. Med.
and Chir. Soe. London, part i., page 23.

——— Trephining in Traumatic, with remarks, Dr. 8. N. Leo, in Amer. Journ.
of Neurology and Psychiatry, 1883, part ii., page 36.

clinical lecture on, by Dr. Hammond, in New York Med. Jour. 1883,

part xxxvii., page 337.

contribution a I'étude des Pseudo-épilepsies, convulsions epileptiformes
d’origine gastrointestinale, Paris, 1883.

——— Presentation of patients trephined for. Dr. Leo. Jour. of Nerv,
and Mental Diseases, New York, 1883, viii., 270.

considerations on the Pathology and Therapeutics of Epilepsy. Dr.
Corning. Journ. of Nerv, and Mental Diseases, New York, 18£8, viii.,243.

——— La cura chirurgica dell’epilessia. Dr. Musso. Gazz. d’osp, Milano,
1883, iv., 393.

Epileptiform convulsions. Recherches experimentales et critiques sur les con-
vulsions epileptiformes d’origine corticale. Drs. Franck et Pitres, Archiv.
de Physiologie, Norm, et Path, Paris, 1883, ii., 1.

Epilepsy, fits of an unusual kind, Lancet, London, 1883, ii., 257,
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Epilepsy, Bromide of sodium in the treatment of. Dr. Corning. Med. Rec.,
New York, 1888, xxiv., 345.

Case of, obliviousness of dangerous acts, medico-legal bearings; value

of percussion of the skull. Dr. Robertson. Lancet, London, 1883, ii., 492.

experimental and clinical researches on epilepsy. Experimentelle und

klinische Untersuchungen iiber die Epilepsie. Dr. Unverricht. Archiv. f.

Psychiatrie, Berlin, 1883, xiv., 175.

remedies in use prior to introduction of Bromides. Dr. Russel. Practi-
tioner, 1888, part xxx., page 81. Treatment. Dr. Saundby. Practitioner,
part xxx., page ,105.

Erotomania, De I’ Erotomanie ou Folie érotique, by Dr. Ball. Encéphale, 1883,

, part iii,, page 129. .

E’tude clinique sur le délire de persécution, Semaine Med., Paris, iii., 1, 1883,
par Dr. Ball.

Examination of the insane, how to examine the insane. Dr. Spitzka. New
York Med. Gaz., 1883, x., 267.

Feigned insanity by a criminal lunatic, Dr. Bluthardt. Amer. Journ. Neurol.
and Psych. N. Y., 1883, ii., 380.

Zur Frage der Similation von Seelenstérung. Dr. Siemens in Archiv.,
f. Psychiatrie, 1883, xiv., 40.

——— Simulirter Wahnsinn. Dr. Krauss, Friedreich’s Blatt f. gerichtl. Med.
Nirnberg, 1883, xxxiv., 315.

——— Case 6f. Dr. Alex. Robertson. Journ. Men. Science, April, 1883, p. 81

Folie 4 deux, its forensic aspects. Dr. Kiernan, Alienist and Neurologist, St.
Louis, 1883, iv., 285.

Folie avec conscience, recherches cliniques sur la. Dr. Marandon de Montyel.
Arch. de Neurol., Paris, 1883, vi., 34.

Fracture of skull and abscess of frontal lobes, case of, by J. M’Carthy, F.R.C.S.
Brain, part xx., January, 1883, p. 559.

Fright, sudden death from. Dr. Cooney. Lancet, Lond., 1883, ii., 388.

Gauig smokers, chronic mania. Asylum Journ., Berbice, British Guiana, 1883,
0.

" General paralysis of the insane. Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journ., 1882-3, xxii.,
537

La Paralysie Générale des Aliénés. Dr.Legrand du Saulle. Gaz. d hép.,

Paris, 1883, lvi., 777, 801, 825, 849, 873. Speech disturbance and tendon

reflex, relationship between, in general paralysis. Dr. Spitzka. Amer.

Jour. Neurol. and Psychiat., New York, 1883, ii., 373.

Case of, in & young man of 19. Note sur la paralysie générale pré.
maturée, 4 propos d'un cas remarquable observé chez un jeune homme de
dixneuf ans. Dr. Regis. Encéphale, Paris, 1883, iii., 433.

—-—-E Case of, in girl aged 15. Dr. Wiglesworth. Journ. Men. Science, July,
1883, p. 241.

Ueber Hirnbefunde bei der Progressiven Paralyse der Irren, by Dr,

Mendel. Berl. Klin. Wochenschrift, 1883, xx., p. 249.

from cranial injury. Dr. Mickle. Journ. Men. Science, Jan. 18883,

page 544.

De la Paralysie générale au point de vue des assurances sur la vie. Dr.

Hanot. Annales d’Hygiene, Paris, 1883, part ix., page 60.

p its early eymptoms. Dr. Goldsmith. Arch. Med., New York, 1883, x.,

Arthropathies in gen. paral. of insane. Dr. Shaw. New York Med.
Archives, 1883, ix., 144.
Cas de migraine ophthalmique au début d’une paralysie générale. Dr.
Parimand. Archiv. de Neurol, Paris, 1883, part v., page 57.
from cranial injury. Dr. W. J. Mickle. Med. Press and Circ., London,
1883, part xxxv., page 25.
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General Paralysis, and its relation to syphilis. Dr. Kiernan. Alien. and Neurol.,
8t. Louis, 18883, iv., 450.

Ein Fall von progressiver Paralysie der Irren. Allg. Zeitschr. f.

Psychiatrie, 1883, xxxix., page 606.

in woman, Paralisi progressiva nella Dorma. Rivista speriment. di

Freniatria. Reggio Emilia, 1883, ix., 18-42. Dr. Sepilli.

pulmonary pathology of, by Dr. Crichton Browne, F.R.S., in Brain,

1882, xxiii., 817.

Pathology of. Dr. Wiglesworth. Journ. of Ment. Science, Jan., 1888,

p- 475.

Gouty insanity, a historical case of. Dr. Kiernan, in J. Nerv. and Ment. Dis.,
N. York, 1888, viii., 26.
Ghuiteau, autopsy on, Journ. Men. Science, Jan., 1883, p. 653.

Hallucinations, on the Pathogeny &c. of Alienist and Neurologist, 1888, part iv.,
page 119,

Hallucination, Des erreurs de nos sensations, contribution 4 I’ étude de I'illusion
et de I’ hallucination. Archives des Sciences Phys. et. nat., Geneva, 1888,
part ix., page 156.

Hallucinations. Des hallucinations de la vue, &c., by Dr. Ball, Practicien,
Paris, 1888, part vi., page 85. -

Essai sur les hallucinations. Dr. Gaultier de Beauvallon. Paris, 1888.
79 pp. 4to.

Hereditary transmission of insanity, &c. Recherches cliniques sur 1’ hérédité
de la folie dans ses rapporte avec la fécondite des époux et la mortalité
des enfants. Dr. Marandon de Montyel, Encéphale, Paris, 1883, iii., 449.

Home-treatment of insanity. Dr. Urquhart. Trans. Perthshire Med. Associa-
tion, 1882, i., 68.

Hospitals for the insane, general hospitals and Dr. Rogers, Brit. Med. Journ.,
1883, ii., 232.

Hydrobromic acid, on the use of, in nerv. affections. .Dr. Dana. Med. News,
Philadelphia, 1883, xlii., 740.

—-—— Note on use of in nervous affections. Dr. Dana, Journ. of Nerv. and
Ment. Diseases, New York, 1883, x., 433.

Hyoscyamine, Der Werth des Hyoscyamin fiir die Psychiatrische Praxis.
Allg. Zeitschrift fiur Psychiatrie.

Hyperidrosis (case of in lunatics). Dr. Julius Mickle. Journ. Ment. Science,
Oct., 1888, p. 896, and Journ. Ment. Science, July, 1877, p. 196.

Hypochondriasis. Zur lehre von der Hypochondrie. Allg. Zeitschrift f.
Psychiatrie, xxxix., 653.

Hypno;i;g). Dr. Boyland. Tr. Med. et Chir. Assoc. Maryland, Balt., 1883,

Contribution & 1'étude de I'hypnotisme chez les hystériques, etc. Dr. Charcot.
Compt. rend. Soc. de Biologie. Paris, 1882, 7. s. iii., 133.

Hyp:llotmm_, personal experiences in, by Dr. Leffmanu. Polyclinic, Philadelphis,

y L, .

(Une Malade chez laquelle on provoque facilement le sommeil
hypnotique). Dr. Pitres. Journ. de. Med. Bordeaux, 1882-3, xii., 501.

— —— Contribuzioni allo studio sperimentale dell’ ipnotismo. Dr. Tamburini
in Rivista Speriment di Freniatria. Reggio Emilia, 1882, viii., 99.

——— Contribution a I’étude de I'hypnotisme chez les hystériques, ete. Prof.
Charcot. Archives de Neurologie, Paris, 18883, v., 307.

] 88§Men;gl state in). Dr. Hack Tuke.  Journ. Ment. Science, April,

, p. 55.

Hystero.Epilepsy (some cases of), by Dr. 8. K, Jackson. Tr. Med. Soc. Virg.
U.8.A., 1888, vol. iii., part iv., page 492.

Epilepsy (de I'Hystéro-épilepsie chez I'nomme). Gaz, d. Hop, Paris,

882, p. 1138,
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Hysteria (De I’Hystérie chez 'Homme). Dr. Mossé. Gaz. Hebd. d. Sc. Med. de
Montpellier, 1883, vol. xxviii., p. 49.

Hysterical Mania (Atheroma, Thrombosis and cerebral softening, in a case of),
by W. C. Kesteven, M.D. Brain part xx., January, 1883, p. 562.

Hysterical Hemi-ansesthesia (Deafness in), by Dr. Walton, Boston, U.S.A. Brain
part xx., January, 18883, p. 458.

Subjects (mental and bodily state of), by Dr. Legrand du Saulle. Paris,
Bailliere et fils, 1883,

Hystero-Epilepsy (Notes on). Dr. Richer. Archiv. de Neurol. Paris, 1888,

page . ,

Hysterical Insanity, Etude Médico-1égale sur la Folie hystérique. Dr. Pastroit.
Montauban, 1883.

Hysteria and its treatment by hypnotism. Dr. Schleicher. Annales de la
Société de Med, d’Anvers, 1883, xliv., 61.

Idiosyncrasy. Dr. Allen. Mind. London, 1883, viii., 487.

Idiocy. A manual for the training and educating of the feeble-minded, imbecile
and idiotic. Dr. Buckham. New York, 1883,

De l'idiotie et de ses rapports avec I'alienation mentale. Dr. Pichenot,

Montpellier, 1883, 86 pp. 4to.

Ueber Idiotismus und Idiotenanstalten Mittheilungen der Wien. Med.

Doct. Coll., 1882, part viii., pp. 201, 221, 2387, 249.

Tagesordnung und Lektionsplan fiir Idiotenanstalten, Zeitschrift f. d.
Idiotenwesen, Dresden, 1882-3, part i., p. 1.

Impulsive Insanity. Gerichtsirztlicher Bericht iiber einen Fall von priméren
Schwachsin. Casuistischer Beitrag zur Lehre von dem sogenannten im-
ptexlsiven Irresein. Dr. Fritsch. Jahrb. fiirr Psychiatrie, Wien, 1883, iv.,
1

Impulsive Insanity (Case of). Richard Green, L.R.C.P. Journ. Ment. Science,
Oct., 1888, p. 387.

Inability to distinguish right from wrong, illustrated in cases of brain-disorders
from Alcoholism. Dr. Wright. Med. Rec., New York, 1888, xxiv., 31.
Incendiarism by an Epileptic. Gerichtsirztlicher Fall der einen der Brand-
stiftung beschuldigten Epileptiker betraf. Dr. Schultz in Allg. Zeitschr, f.

Psychiatrie, part xxxix., p. 791.

Inco-ordination, by Dr. Mercier, in Brain, 1883, xxi., 78.

Index Medico-Psychologicus for 1883. Journ. Ment. Science, April, 1888,
page 139.

Inebriety. Inebriates’ Home, Fort Hamilton, New York, Annual Report for
the year 1881, Statistical Report of 600 cases of Inebriety treated in the
Home, by Lewis D. Mason. Fort Hamilton, 1882, 27 pp. 8vo,

Inebriates, remedial treatment of. Dr. Kerr. Quart. Journ. of Inebriety,
Hartford, U.S.A., 1883, partv., page 77.

Insanity, Suicide and Civilisation, G. H. Mullhal. Contemp. Review, London,
1888, xliii., 901.

Insane Delusion. Dr. Spitzka, in American Journ. of Neurol. and Psychiatry,
New York, 1888, ii., 157.

Insanity, its cause, prevention and treatment. London, 1882. Dr. Wm. Harris,

with delusions of persecution, etc. Dr. Legrand du Saulle. Gaz.

des hép., Paris, 1883, lvi., 929.

plea of, in criminal cases. Med. Press and Ciro., 1883, xxxv., 279.

(case of, after Alcoholic excess and Lead-poisoning). Mr. A. Campbell

Clark. Journal Mental Science, Oct., 1883, p. 394.

(the curability of, new observations). Dr. Pliny Earle, in Alienist and

Neurologist, 1883, part iv., page 61.

a Treatise on in its Medical Relations. Dr. Hammond. New York,
1888,

——— its cause and prevention. Dr. Stearns. New York, 1883, 260 pages.
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Insanity, its classification, Diagnosis and Treatment. Dr. Spitzka. New York,
1888, 415 pp. 8vo.

and Nervous Diseases (Clinical lectures on), by Dr. Auguste Voisin,
Paris, Bailliere et fils, 1888,

Intemperance and Insanity, the relations between. Dr. N. Kerr, in Amer.
Psych. Journ., Philad., 1883, i., 53.

Iodoform (Die Anwendung des Anwendung des Geisteskrankheits bei Iodo-
form). Dr. Eckelman, Allg. Zeitschr. f. Psychiatrie, 1883, xl., 258.

Joan of Arc (Hallucinations, etc., of). Dr. Ireland. Journ. of Ment. Science,
Jan., 1883, p. 483.

Knee-Jerk in Children. Ueber das Kniephinomen bei Kindern. Dr.
Pelizaens. Archiv. f. Psychiatrie, Berlin. 1883, xiv., 402.

Knee-jerks, loss of both from unilateral Brain-Disease. Dr. Mackenzie, in
Brain, 1883, xxii., p. 224

Lectures on Insanity. Dr, Sutherland. Med. Times and Gazette, Lond., 1883,
ii., 265.

Looali?;ation of Brain.-Functions in the cerebral hemispheres in Man and in
Animals, by Dr. Nathan. Révue Internationale des Sciences Biolog., Paris,
1888, part xi., page 1.

Locomotor Ataxia, terminating a8 General Paralysis of the Insane. Dr. Mills,
Polyclinic, Philadelphia, 1883, i., 5.

Lunacy-Legislation (in Holland). Dr. F. M. Cowan. Journ. Ment. Science,
July, 1888, p. 158.

(Tv be continued.)

Appointments.

DEesHON, F. P.,, M,R.C.S., appointed Medical Superintendent of the Metro-
politan Lunatic Asylum, Kew, Victoria.

GopsoN, Epwin, M.R.C.S., appointed Medical Superintendent of the Hospital
for the Insane, Paramatta, New South Wales,

LEE, G. T., M.R.C.S., L.S.A.Lond., appointed Assistant Surgeon at Figherton
House Asylum, Salisbury.

MICKLE, ARTHUR FFLINTOFF, M.B., appointed Medical Superintendent of
Haydock Lodge Asylum, vice Jumes Shaw, M.D., resigned.

RICHARDSON, WILLIAM, M.B., C.M.Edin. (Senior Assistant at the Crichton
Royal Institution, Dumfries), appointed Medical Superintendent of the Isle of
Man General Lunatic Asylum, Douglas.

SANKEY, H. R. 0., M.B.Lond., appointed Medical Superintendent of the War-
wick County Lunatic Asylum, Hatton, rice Dr. Parsey, deceased.

8coTT, JOHN WALTER, M.R.C.8. and L.S.A., appointed to be Assistant Medical
‘Officer at the Hants County Asylum, Fareham.

SINCLAIR, EriC, M.B., C.M.Glasg., appointed Medical Superintendent of the
Hospital for the Insane, Gladesville, New South Wales.

NEW YORK MEDICO-LEGAL ASSOCIATION.
Among the Honorary Members recently elected are the names of Professor

Ball and M. Motet, Paris; Dr. Ireland, Prestonpans, near Edinburgh ; and Dr,
Hack Tuke, London.
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