
L A N G U A G E
A J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  L I N G U I S T I C

S O C I E T Y  O F  A M E R I C A

VOLUME 93, NUMBER 4 DECEMBER 2017

Integrating sound symbolism with core grammar:
The case of expressive palatalization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Alderete & Alexei Kochetov 731

Backgrounded agents in Catalan Sign Language (LSC):  
Passives, middles, or impersonals?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gemma Barberà & Patricia Cabredo Hofherr 767

NP recursion over time: Evidence from Indo-European  . . . . . . . . Manuel Widmer, Sandra Auderset, 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Johanna Nichols, Paul Widmer, & Balthasar Bickel 799

The multifunctionality of ‘possible’ modal adverbs:
A comparative look  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daisuke Suzuki & Takashi Fujiwara 827

Result verbs, scalar change, and the typology of
motion verbs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Beavers & Andrew Koontz-Garboden 842

Case assignment and argument realization in nominals  . . . . . Anastasia Smirnova & Ray Jackendoff 877

Perspectives (Online-only):

Language vitality: The weak theoretical underpinnings of what 
can be an exciting research area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Salikoko S. Mufwene e202

Responses to Mufwene (see back cover)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e224

Phonological Analysis (Online-only): 

Phonological conditions on variable adjective and 
noun word order in Tagalog  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephanie S. Shih & Kie Zuraw e317

All dissimilation is computationally subsequential  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amanda Payne e353

Teaching Linguistics (Online-only): Textbook Reviews

Bergen: What the F: What swearing reveals about our 
language, our brains, and ourselves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L. W. McGarrity e372

Tessier: Phonological acquisition: Child language and 
constraint-based grammar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. Archibald e375

Reviews (see back cover)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 912

Recent Publications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 915

Index to Volume 93  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 919

BOOK REVIEW IN THIS ISSUE

Gilliver: The making of the Oxford English Dictionary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R. W. McConchie 912

PERSPECTIVES (online-only)

Responses to Mufwene target article:
On how and why languages become endangered: 
Reply to Mufwene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyle Campbell e224

The vitality or endangerment of some nonindigenous languages: 
A response to Mufwene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nala H. Lee e234

Language vitality: Theorizing language loss, shift, and
reclamation (Response to Mufwene)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claire Bowern e243

The vitality and diversity of multilingual repertoires: 
Commentary on Mufwene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pierpaolo Di Carlo & Jeff Good e254

How far can the language ecology metaphor take us? 
A Pacific perspective on language vitality 
(Response to Mufwene)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fiona Willans & Anthony Jukes e263

African(ist) perspectives on vitality: Fluidity, small speaker 
numbers, and adaptive multilingualism make vibrant ecologies
(Response to Mufwene)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friederike Lüpke e275

Understanding language vitality and reclamation as resilience:
A framework for language endangerment and ‘loss’ 
(Commentary on Mufwene)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Colleen M. Fitzgerald e280

On the role of agency, marginalization, multilingualism, and 
language policy in maintaining language vitality:
Commentary on Mufwene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marlyse Baptista e298

It’s still worth theorizing on LEL, despite the heterogeneity and 
complexity of the processes (Response to commentators)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Salikoko S. Mufwene e306

LANGUAGE, volume 93, number 4 (2017)

V
O
L.
 9
3,
 N
O
. 4
 (p

p.
 7
31
–9
25
)

LA
N
G
U
A
G
E

D
EC

EM
B
ER

20
17

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848


LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA
FOUNDED 1924 FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF LANGUAGE;

INCORPORATED 1940 IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 2017
President, Larry Hyman, University of California, Berkeley
Vice President/President-Elect, Penelope Eckert, Stanford University 
Secretary-Treasurer, Patrick Farrell, University of California, Davis
Executive Committee, the preceding and
Alice Harris, University of Massachusetts Amherst (Past President: through 2017)
Yining Nie (Bloch Fellow), New York University (through Spring 2019)
Anne H. Charity Hudley, University of California, Santa Barbara (through 2019)
Jeff Good, University at Buffalo (through 2017)
Sharon Inkelas, University of California, Berkeley (through 2018)
Robin Queen, University of Michigan (through 2018)
Natalie Schilling, Georgetown University (through 2017)
Alan C. L. Yu, University of Chicago (through 2019)

EDITORIAL PERSONNEL

Editor
Andries W. Coetzee, University of Michigan

Co-Editor 
Megan J. Crowhurst, University of Texas at Austin

Review Editor
Helen Goodluck, University of York

Editorial Staff 
Alicia Stevers (Main office)
Hope C. Dawson 
Emily Moline

LANGUAGE is published quarterly by the LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, Archibald A. Hill Suite, 522 21st
St. NW, Suite 120, Washington, DC 20006 (http://www.linguisticsociety.org). Periodical postage paid at Wash-
ington, DC, and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to LINGUISTIC SOCIETY

OF AMERICA, Archibald A. Hill Suite, 522 21st St. NW, Suite 120, Washington, DC 20006 (lsa@lsadc.org).
DUES for individual memberships in the Society, which include a one-year online subscription to LANGUAGE,

are $45 for students and $105 for nonstudents; add $10 to receive the journal in hard copy. Institutional sub-
scriptions are $160 per calendar year (online), $180 (hard copy), or $190 (combined online + hard copy); add
$20 for hard copy and combined subscriptions with non-US delivery addresses. Individual subscriptions are
not sold without membership.

MANUSCRIPTS for publication should be submitted online at http://journals.linguisticsociety.org/language.
BOOKS for review should be sent to the Review Editor of LANGUAGE (Helen Goodluck, Department of Language
and Linguistic Science, University of York, Heslington, York, YO10 5DD, United Kingdom; lang525@york
.ac.uk). See the inside back cover of this issue or visit our website online at http://journals.linguisticsociety
.org/language/index.php/language/pages/view/Notes for information for  con tributors.
REQUESTS FOR PERMISSION TO REPRINT from LANGUAGE for publications from 1925 to 2012 should be di-

rected to the Copyright Clearance Center at: Web: http://www.copyright.com/; Mail: 222 Rosewood Drive,
Danvers, MA 01923; Phone: 978-750-8400; Fax: 978-646-8600; E-mail: info@copyright.com. Requests for
permission for publications from 2013 onward should be directed to the authors.
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP, orders for current and back issues, change-of-address notices, etc., should

be addressed to Linguistic Society of America, Archibald A. Hill Suite, 522 21st St. NW, Suite 120, Washing-
ton, DC 20006. Please allow six weeks advance notice for change of address. Many membership services,  including
application, renewal, and payment, can also be handled online at http://www.linguisticsociety.org/join.

Copyright 2017 by the Linguistic Society of America
Printed in the United States of America

ISSN: 0097-8507
This journal is printed on acid-free paper.

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS
LANGUAGE, a journal of the Linguistic Society of America, carries technical articles dealing with

problems of linguistic science, reviews of recently published linguistic works, and notes of 
interest to professional linguists.

MANUSCRIPTS for publication should be submitted to the online portal at
http://journals.linguisticsociety.org/language, where submission guidelines and Society member-
ship requirements can be found. BOOKS for review should be sent to the Review Editor of LANGUAGE

(Helen Goodluck, Department of Language and Linguistic Science, University of York, Heslington,
York, YO10 5DD, United Kingdom; lang525@york.ac.uk). Normally at least one author of any ar-
ticle or review article submitted to LANGUAGE must be a member of the Society.

Manuscript form.Authors of articles submitted to LANGUAGE should follow the latest version
of the LANGUAGE style sheet in preparing their manuscripts for initial submission to LANGUAGE. For
the complete style sheet, see the LANGUAGE web page at http://www.linguisticsociety.org/files
/style-sheet.pdf, or write to the editors. Please see the ‘Notes to Contributors’ on the LANGUAGE web-
site for more information about the submission process (http://journals.linguisticsociety.org
/language/index.php/language/pages/view/Notes).

Book reviews are solicited by the Review Editor and must adhere as closely as possible to the
LANGUAGE style sheet on first submission, but special notice must be taken of the specific instruc-
tions for book review formatting found online at http://journals.linguisticsociety.org/language
/index.php/language/pages/view/book-reviews.

Past Editors of LANGUAGE
George Melville Bolling (1925–1939)

Bernard Bloch (1940–1966)
William Bright (1966–1987)

Sarah G. Thomason (1988–1994)
Mark Aronoff (1995–2001)
Brian D. Joseph (2002–2008)

Gregory N. Carlson (2009–2016)

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848


L A N G U A G E
A J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  L I N G U I S T I C

S O C I E T Y  O F  A M E R I C A

VOLUME 93, NUMBER 4 DECEMBER 2017

Editor

ANDRIES W. COETZEE

Co-Editor

MEGAN J. CROWHURST

Review Editor

HELEN GOODLUCK

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

John Beavers, The University of Texas at Austin
Kathryn Campbell-Kibler, The Ohio State University
Grant Goodall, University of California, San Diego
Matthew K. Gordon, University of California, Santa Barbara
Christopher Kennedy, University of Chicago
Roger Levy, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Diane Lillo-Martin, University of Connecticut
Line Mikkelsen, University of California, Berkeley
Carmel O’Shannessy, Australian National University
Linda Wheeldon, University of Agder
David Willis, University of Cambridge

historical syntax

George Walkden, University of Konstanz

language and public policy

John Baugh, Washington University in St. Louis
Donna Christian, Center for Applied Linguistics

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848


phonological analysis

Eugene Buckley, University of Pennsylvania
Megan J. Crowhurst, The University of Texas at Austin
Matthew K. Gordon, University of California, Santa Barbara
Kie Ross Zuraw, University of California, Los Angeles

teaching linguistics

Kazuko Hiramatsu, University of Michigan at Flint
Michal Temkin Martínez, Boise State University

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850717003848



