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STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY

International Legal Materials (ILM) is a publication of the American Society of International Law that reproduces texts of doc-
uments reflecting the broad scope and evolution of international law. The range of covered subjects has expanded from tradi- 
tional topics such as international organizations, jurisdiction, and international trade to include developments in fields such as 
intellectual property, environmental law, nuclear non-proliferation, human rights, and international criminal law.

ILM serves as both a bi-monthly information service and a widely recognized archive of international law documents for a 
diverse, global community of legal scholars, government officials, private practitioners, and institutions with a common interest 
in international law. To meet the varied demands of such a readership, documents are selected from world-wide sources on the 
basis of their present and future legal significance.

ILM is prepared for publication in Washington, D.C., with the guidance of an Editorial Advisory Committee and the assistance 
of a team of Corresponding Editors around the world. In order to reproduce texts of selected documents under tight production 
schedules, the best available source is used, whether electronic or printed.

Readers are invited to send comments to:

Dr. Justine N. Stefanelli
Attorney-Editor
International Legal Materials
2223 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20008-2864
Telephone: (202) 939-6012 
jstefanelli@asil.org

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

The American Society of International Law (ASIL) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, educational membership organization 
founded in 1906 and chartered by Congress in 1950. Headquartered in Washington, D.C., its mission is “to foster 
the study of international law and to promote the establishment and maintenance of international relations on the 
basis of law and justice.”  ASIL holds Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations and is a constituent society of the American Council of Learned Societies.

ASIL’s 3,500 members come from more than one hundred nations with nearly 40 percent residing outside the United 
States. Its members include scholars, jurists, practitioners, government officials, leaders in international and nongov-
ernmental organizations, students, and others interested in international law. Through its many publications, confer-
ences, briefings, and educational events, ASIL seeks to serve the needs of its diverse membership and to advance 
understanding of international law among policymakers and the public.

ASIL is a volunteer-led organization governed by an elected Executive Council and administered by an executive 
director and professional staff .

Become a Member
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Join one of the Society’s Partner Programs and Receive Complimentary Ad Space in ILM
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International Law in Brief
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Foreword

For more than six decades, International Legal Materials has provided academics and lawyers with direct access to 
the world’s most significant developments in the field of international law. Launched by the American Society of 
International Law in 1962, ILM was originally intended to remedy the need for access to relevant international judg- 
ments, advisory opinions, resolutions, policy pronouncements, and other sources of both hard and soft law. Almost 
overnight, ILM became the leading source of vital information for the global international law community.

The international legal landscape has changed dramatically over the last 60 plus years, and most international law 
documents are, of course, now available online. Still, ILM remains a crucial resource for academics, practitioners, 
and government officials because the bi-monthly publication serves to focus the legal community’s attention on  
the most significant records among what has become an ocean of international law-related documents.

The work of the International Legal Materials Editorial Advisory Committee is key in this regard. Formed shortly 
after the first issues were published, the Committee includes a highly distinguished group of twelve international law 
experts who volunteer their time on an ongoing basis to sift through a multitude of important documents and identify 
those they judge to be of greatest importance to international law community. The Committee continually retools its 
selection criteria in response to the rapidly expanding universe of international legal materials available online and in 
recognition of new sources and new subjects of international law. They work with a global team of some 50 corre- 
sponding editors who monitor developments throughout the world and in multiple languages. The Committee also 
identifies expert commentators who illuminate and contextualize each documen’ts significance in an introductory 
note, a practice of ILM since 2007.

The Editorial Advisory Committee evaluates not only the inherent value of relevant documents to the study of inter- 
national law but also their applied value to the practice of international law. To this extent, they exercise curatorial 
expertise while at the same time responding to the“marketplace” of real-world challenges to which international law 
must answer.

The Society is immensely proud of International Legal Materials and enormously indebted to the Editorial Advisory 
Committee members who make this publication a success. In this volume, we feature notes by Gleider Hernández, 
David M. Crane, and Vasiliki Apatzidou. We are extremely grateful to these authors for taking the time to 
contribute their expertise and their insights to ILM.

As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Cooper
Chair
Editorial Advisory Committee
International Legal Materials
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