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I. SITES EXPLORED
Edited by PETE WILSON

1. WALES

By EVAN M. CHAPMAN

CARDIFF

(1) Llanedeyrn, St Edeyrn’s (ST 22232 82422): a programme of evaluation trenching, followed
by localised excavation, revealed a potential temple or shrine site. It consisted of an enclosure ditch
with internal bank, with the internal dimensions consistent with known examples of temple or
shrine sites in the Roman Empire, and seemingly too small for domestic use. The ditches
formed the temenos or sacred enclosure. There was little evidence for any internal structures as
the area had been heavily truncated by modern ploughing, as evidenced by the missing
south-eastern side of the enclosure. The location of significant amounts of pottery would
indicate a concentration of activity in the south-west side of the enclosure. The earliest material
on the site would suggest activity from the second century, but more likely focused on the third
century. The enclosure overlooks the Rhymney River valley and would have been visible on
the forward slope of the hill from the Roman road from Caerleon to Cardiff, on the high
ground to the south, with the putative entrance easily viewed by any road users.1

FLINTSHIRE

(1) Pentre Ffwrndan (SJ 2596 7190): review of existing evidence and small-scale community
excavations and survey highlighted the growing evidence for a Roman settlement along the coastal
road between Chester and Caernarfon (Segontium). The settlement occupation spans the later first to
early fourth centuries and extends for at least 900 m between a complex of buildings at Pentre Farm
in the north-west, thought to be an official residence associated with lead mining in the district, and
a small cremation cemetery near Leadbrook Drive in the south-east. While the settlement may have
developed on a piecemeal basis, there is evidence for a degree of formal planning. Excavation on a
section of a presumed Roman road north of the Chester/Caernarfon road, revealed a 3.1 m wide
section of road surface, flanked by at least one drainage ditch. The combination of geophysical
survey and trial excavation helped to confirm the alignment of a Roman side road thought to be
leading east to a quayside along the Dee estuary. Sadly, its projected line suggests that the location
of the quay may have been largely lost beneath the railway line.2

1 Work by Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd. R. Morgan sent information.
2 Work by I. Grant of Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, funded by Cadw. I. Grant and A. Sperr,Pentre Ffwrndan Roman

Settlement, Flintshire: Community Excavation and Outreach 2017–18, CPAT Report No. 1552 (2017). I. Grant sent information.
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ISLE OF ANGLESEY

(1) Llanddona community (SH 59 80): a hoard of 97 denarii and radiates, Septimius Severus to
Carausius, deposited A.D. 286/7 or later, was found by use of a metal-detector. Denarii: Septimius
Severus, 1; Plautilla, 1; Julia Maesa, 2; Severus Alexander, 3. Radiates: Gordian III, 7; Philip I, 3;
Otacilia Severa, 1; Trebonianus Gallus, 1; joint reign of Valerian and Gallienus, 6 (Gallienus, 2;
Salonina, 2; Valerian II, 1; Saloninus, 1); Gallienus (sole reign), 9; Salonina (sole reign), 1;
Claudius II, 1; Divus Claudius II, 1; Probus, 1; Postumus, 2; Victorinus, 13; Tetricus I, 15;
Tetricus II, 4; uncertain Tetrici, 3; irregular Gallic, 2; Carausius?, 1; irregular Carausius, 1;
uncertain, 9.3

MONMOUTHSHIRE

(1) Caerwent, Whitewall Brake, MOD Caerwent Training Area (ST 4753 9114): evaluation
trenches confirmed that the site, on an elevation overlooking the Roman town of Venta Silurum,
was occupied by a building or buildings of considerable pretension. The complex covered a
roughly rectangular area of c. 30–35 m north–south by at least 60 m east–west (FIG. 2); its main
south facade wall, in coursed mortared masonry, continued west into the Victorian quarry which
had led to its original discovery. The south-west corner of the surviving area (trench 9/12)
contained at least one, and probably two, hypocaust rooms; the excavated example produced

FIG. 2. Caerwent, Whitewall Brake plan.

3 Treasure case Wales 17.17. To be acquired by Oriel Ynys Môn. E. Besly sent information.
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fragments of polychrome mosaic, while an unstratified fragment of dwarf column was found
nearby. Excavation at the east end of the site (trench 1) revealed more good masonry walls, their
construction and orientation suggesting a single planned complex rather than an agglomeration
of structures. Material culture was, however, sparse for a Romano-British site, while the
hypocaust showed no sign of ever having been fired. The few finds and the mosaic fragments
all point towards a late Roman date, corroborated by the style of the stone roofing slates,
identical to those used in the fourth century for the forum basilica of Venta Silurum. The
complex could have been residential, or, given its location on a prominence overlooking the
Severn basin, might perhaps have been a short-lived, never-completed, sanctuary site analogous
to Lydney. Dry-stone structures and possible grave cuts overlying the east part of the site may
attest sub-Roman or early medieval reuse.4

(2) Llanfihangel Rogiet, Green Farm (ST 45280 87750): an archaeological evaluation revealed
two possible fourth-century Roman buildings, represented by robbed wall foundation trenches,
and a contemporary kiln. It is one of only three known fourth-century kiln sites in the region.5

VALE OF GLAMORGAN

(1) Whitton, Roman villa and environs (ST 08112 71298):6 excavation of the western third of the
villa showed that the assumed poor preservation of the site was not the case. The exposed portions
of the ranges and perimeter ditch were preserved in a very similar condition to when they were last
excavated. Previous excavations had investigated the foundations of the west range, but those of
the north and south ranges appeared not to have been sampled. The initial phase of construction for
both the north and south ranges consisted of foundations of small pitched stones overlain by slabs
of limestone. The west and south walls of the north range were rebuilt in a different position using
a stepped foundation rather than the previous technique of pitched stones. Both ranges had a
sunken room added to their west ends, which in the southern range had previously been
interpreted as an unfired hypocaust, however no evidence was found to support this. The
current excavations proved that the north wall of the north range belonged to the initial phase
of building, which had previously been surmised from a misalignment between walls. The west
range was constructed entirely differently from the other two, having been built in one phase
with rubble and mortar foundations.

The current excavation also included fields to the north and south of the villa, which allowed
the examination of field-systems that accompanied the villa site, and included three secondary
metal-working areas. These areas consisted of two to four, regularly spaced, shallow,
sub-rectangular depressions around a central area of heat-affected clay. Slag within the
depressions and hammerscale in the surrounding area indicate secondary smithing activity. To
the south of the villa was a series of extended field-systems, with seemingly four separate
phases, all of which contained broadly dated Roman pottery between the second and fourth
centuries. Further field-systems located over 500 m north of the villa are also likely to be
associated with it, although no dating evidence was retrieved. A T-shaped grain-dryer was
found to the south, and three large pits with in-situ burning in the northern field-systems could

4 Work by University of Leicester Archaeological Services on behalf of the Ministry of Defence. Undertaken to inform
a heritage management strategy, completing an evaluation project undertaken by P. Abramson (Defence Infrastructure
Organisation) and S. James (University of Leicester) in collaboration with Defence Archaeology Group and Operation
Nightingale. Professor James sent information.

5 Work by D. Gilbert of Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd, prior to determination of a planning application of the site.
R. Morgan sent information.

6 M.G. Jarrett and S. Wrathmell, Whitton, an Iron Age and Roman Farmstead in South Glamorgan (1981).
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also be associated grain- or hop-dryers. A large boundary ditch was located to the immediate north
of the villa; however, this did not appear to enclose any further features, and may have been for
corralling livestock. Five inhumations, one a putative late fourth- to fifth-century military burial,
and five cremations were found in the fields directly to the south of the villa.7
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2. SCOTLAND

By FRASER HUNTER

NORTH OF THE ANTONINE WALL

ABERDEENSHIRE

(1) Aberdeen, Milltimber (NJ 8580 0077): 90 bread ovens were found on the north bank of the
river Dee.8 The ovens were similar in style to those found at Kintore Roman camp,9 but all
were deliberately dug into the banks of dried up palaeochannels which cut across the site.
There was no evidence of ditches in the extensive area stripped of topsoil (nearly 5 ha), but the
ovens suggest the presence of a Roman camp. Bayesian analysis of radiocarbon dates has
shown the features most likely date to the Agricolan campaigns of the 80s.

FIFE

(1) Capledrae (NT 19 98): the discovery10 of a late Roman silver ring with a re-set earlier intaglio
(FIG. 3) gives credence to an antiquarian account of ‘Roman jewellery’ being found near the
Devil’s Stane in the late nineteenth century.11 This link to an earlier standing stone finds
parallel in other silver hoards in the area.12 The ring’s hoop is lost; the bezel (H 19 mm, W
15.5 mm, T 7.5 mm) has a truncated conical form typical of the late Roman period, the upper
decorative serrated edge probably mimicking beaded wire. The pale pink intaglio (second/third
century A.D.), its front deliberately coloured red to mimic jasper, shows Mars with spear and
shield holding Victory, who carries a wreath and palm branch.13

7 Work by Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd, in advance of improvement works to the A4226. R. Morgan sent
information.

8 Work directed for Headland Archaeology by K. Dingwall in 2014 as part of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route/
Balmedie to Tipperty project, funded by Transport Scotland, Aberdeen City Council and Aberdeenshire Council.

9 M. Cook and L. Dunbar, Rituals, Romans and Roundhouses. Excavations at Kintore, Aberdeenshire 2000–2006 (2008).
10 A metal-detecting find, claimed as Treasure Trove and allocated to Fife Cultural Trust.
11 A. McN. Houston, Auchterderran (Fife): a Parish History (1924), 60.
12 Discussed in A. Blackwell, M. Goldberg and F. Hunter, Scotland’s Early Silver (2017), 35, 38, 91–2.
13 Compare M. Henig, A Corpus of Roman Engraved Gemstones from British Sites (3rd edn, 2007), nos 90–2, though

these lack the shield.

2. SCOTLAND 339

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068113X18000302 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068113X18000302

