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non-Western cultures. Anorexia nervosa has been
widely reported in Japan(Suematsuet a!, 1985),but
very wide diagnostic criteria appear to have been
used.Ong et a!(1982) reportedsevenfemalecasesof
anorexia nervosa in Singapore, six of whom admitted
to the desirefor a thin body image.

Our retrospective study (which meant that dis
turbance of body imagemay not havealways been
enquired into) found that 9 out of 15 caseshad
body-imagedisturbancesimilar to that found in the
Western population.

It appears that more casesof anorexia nervosa
and bulimia nervosaare coming to the attention of
psychiatrists working in developing countries and
with ethnic minorities in Westerncountries.Further
studies of the sociocultural factors and attitudes
towards slimness as a desirable body shape may help
to contribute to a better understandingof the role of
these factors in the aetiology of anorexia nervosa.
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Journal, December 1992, 161, 877. The price of
Psychoanalysis: Clinical Theory and Practice, byJ. A.
Arlow, should beUS$55.00not Â£55.00.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

The treatment of habitual criminals

The â€œ¿�Mitheilungenâ€•,or â€œ¿�Bulletinâ€•(it is, as usual,
partly in German, partly in French), of the Inter
national Association of Criminal Law for April,
1892,is devotedto the meetingof the Association at
Christiania in 1891. Perhaps the most interesting
@liscussionwas that regarding the habitual criminal

and his treatment. In a report on this subject,chiefly
founded on the statistics of France, Germany, and
Italy, Prof. van Hamel, thewell-known criminologist
of Amsterdam, points out that the increaseof crimi
nality in recentyearsis mainly, if not solely, due to
the increaseof recidivism.Thenumberof criminals is
increasing,especiallyin France,but it isthe number
of punishableactscommitted byeachcriminal which
is especially increasing. In France during thirty years
the numberof recidivistshasincreased116percent.,
thenumberof first offendersonly 18percent. Similar
results are found in England, Germany, Italy, and
elsewhere.Van Hamel proposesthat every habitual
criminalâ€”acertain numberof offencesbeingfixed to
prove recidivismâ€”¿�should be placedfor observation
during a period of twelvemonths in a specialestab

lishment.He should then bebrought beforea special
court establishedfor the purpose,which would hear
theevidenceof doctors, officials,etc.,and determine
the method of treatment to be applied to him.
UppstrÃ¶m,of Stockholm, then took up thequestion.
He brought forward furtherevidenceasto recidivism
in various countries, and insisted on the importance
of never liberating recidivists until there is a reason
able assurancethat they will adopt an honest life.
He also dwelt on the importance of educating the
will, and expressedagreementwith van Hamel. A
resolution in the senseof van Hamel's report was
unanimouslypassed.It wasan interestingindication
that lawyers are gradually tending to fall into line
with doctors where the criminal is concerned,
especiallywhen taken in connectionwith the recent
Congress of Criminal Anthropology, when the
lawyers mustered in unusual strength, and on the
whole rallied to themedicalside.
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