Monopolizing Knowledge

In the nineteenth century, an ambitious new library and museum for
Asian arts, sciences and natural history was established in the City of
London, within the corporate headquarters of the East India Company.
Funded with taxes from British India and run by the East India
Company, this library-museum was located thousands of miles away
from the taxpayers who supported it and the land from which it grew.
Jessica Ratcliff documents how the growth of science at the Company
depended upon its sweeping monopoly privileges and its ability to act as
a sovereign state in British India. She explores how “Company science”
became part of the cultural fabric of science in Britain and examines how
it fed into Britain’s dominance of science production within its empire,
as well as Britain’s rising preeminence on the scientific world stage. This
title is part of the Flip it Open program and may also be available open
access. Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

Jessica Ratcliff is a historian in the Department of Science and
Technology Studies at Cornell University. She is the author of The
Transit of Venus Enterprise in Victorian Britain (2008).
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Science in History is a major series of ambitious books on the history of the
sciences from the mid eighteenth century through the mid twentieth century,
highlighting work that interprets the sciences from perspectives drawn from
across the discipline of history. The focus on the major epoch of global
economic, industrial and social transformations is intended to encourage the
use of sophisticated historical models to make sense of the ways in which the
sciences have developed and changed. The series encourages the exploration of
a wide range of scientific traditions and the interrelations between them. It
particularly welcomes work that takes seriously the material practices of the
sciences and is broad in geographical scope.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/sciencehistory
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