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Dr. SAVAGE'S paper described cases of general paralysis with lateral sclerosis
of the cord, as generally occurring in young single persons ; the mental symptoms
being early or late, and usually exalted ; a8 usually accompanied with marked
tremorsof tongue and in speech, exaggerated reflexes, a bedridden state, contracted
limbs, bedsores; grinding of teeth common, fits occurring or not. With it a
wasted brain ; excess of ventricular fluid; adhesions present or not, if present,
comparatively slight; generally some wasting of special gyri. Question raised, Is
the Lateral Sclerosis Primary or Secondary ?

In the general discussion Dr. Yellowlees summed up the salient points of the
three communications. ‘

Dr. 8AVAGE referred to the higher functions, as speech, being affected early in
general paralysis.

Dr. OscAR Woops spoke of the comparative immunity of Ireland from
general paralysis, and of syphilis as a cause.

Mr. ROOKE LEY brought forward examples in which there was no propor-
tional relationship between the incidence of syphilis and of general paralysis on
the population.

Dr. MICKLE, in closing the debate, agreed with what had been stated in re-
ference to the early and marked impairment of the highest functions in general
paralysis ; and as to the desirability of subdividing the affection into varieties,
and of excluding many of the cases which are often called general paralysis,
alluding more particularly to some senile cases. In Dr. Mickle’s experience
general ysis with lateral sclerosis of the cord had not occurred specially in
young, single (i.e., unmarried) subjects ; among other points there were often
some rigidity of frame and stiffness of limbs, spasmodic twitches and jerks of the
limbs, spontaneously or on passive motion, jerky grasp, shaky speech, with much
twitching of face and lips, as also on protrusion of the jerkily protruded tongue,
often, also, paralytic and apo‘rleotiform attacks, but not very frequently epilepti-
form seizures. Adhesion and decortication varied much in different cases, and
from a slight to an extreme extent. Atrophy affected the gyri of the anterior
more than those of the middle region of the brain-surface, and the central parts
of the brain were softened in some cases. He believed that here the sclerosis is
usually secondary,

The hour for closing the Section having now arrived, a paper by Dr. C. A.
Mercier on “ An Epidemic of Delirium ” was taken as read ; as was alsoa paper
by Mr. J. H. Baker and Dr. W. J. Mickle on “Some Acts during Temporary
Epileptic Mental Disorder.” We hope to publish, in the next number of the
Journal, several of the papers read at the Liverpool meeting.

On the invitation of Dr. Rogers some thirty members of the Association (for
the most part connected with the Psychological Section) visited the Asylum at
Rainhill on Friday afternoon. They were conducted through the wards by Drs.
Hickson and Wiglesworth, and afterwards had the opportunity of inspecting the
extensive annewe now in course of construction.

ASYLUM BENEFIT CLUB.

Mr. Millard, of the Eastern Counties Asylum for Idiots, informs us that a
Benefit Club is now in operation, upon a very liberal basis, in connection with
the Eastern Counties Asylum for Idiots, Colchester. It provides help in sick~
ness and an annuity at the age of 65 years, or earlier if members are per-
manently disabled. About fifteen years since, the Superintendent foresaw the
difficulty of providing pensions to superannuated attendants, nurses, and
servants out of the regular income of the charity. He therefore asked the Board
of Directors to establish this Club, to which they agreed, and voted part of the
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proceeds of a bazaar as the commencing capital, which was supplemented by a
donation of £100 from a generous member of the Board, who has ever since
been an annual subscriber of two guineas to the honorary fund. Very few
parties connected with the Asylum became members of the Club, partly because
the premiums were high in proportion to their wages, but principally because if
they left the Asylum they ceased to belong to the Club, and only three-fourths
of their money would be returned. The capital of the Club became so augmented
by accumulation, that last year the Board were enabled to re-arrange the rules
upon very advantageous terms, with the proviso that the Club must be limited
to 18 members until the capital is still further increased. =~ Unless the annuity
payable at the age of 65 years has been commenced, all the money paid by any
member is returnable at any time, less benefits received, and if death should
occur the money is payable to the executor or nearest relative, so that the Club
acts a8 a savings’ bank without interest as well as an insurance society, pro-
viding for sickness and old age. The pension is doubled out of the honorary
fund if the parties have been members for a period of ten years and have paid
the full premiums, Ten members may be admitted, and pay only three-fourths
of the premiums, thus rendering the payments easy; but the pension is not
doubled out of the honorary fund as when the full premiums are paid.

It is very desirable that some such club should be J)rovided in all voluntary
institutions or private asylums, and the wages should be sufficiently high to
allow of the preminms being paid without difficulty. The certainty of having
provision during sickness and in old age would relieve anxiety and encourage
cheerful service. Pensions are granted in borough and county asylums after a
certain length of service, and similar provision is needed for other asylums,

“ AFTER CARE” ASSOCIATION.

The annual meeting for 1883 of the ¢ Association for the After Care of
Poor and Friendless Female Convalescents on leaving Asylums for the
Insane ” was held on 6th July at 20, Eaton Place, by kind permission of Lord
Cottesloe.

There were present the Earl of Shaftesbury (President), tn the chair, Lord
Cottesloe, Dr. D. Hack Tuke, Dr. Claye Shaw, Dr. Edgar Sheppard, Dr. Seward,
Miss Fremantle, Miss A. Gladstone, Mrs. Ellis Cameron, and others.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, the Rev.
H. HAWKINS, Hon. 8ec., read the report of the past year, in which some cases
relieved were noted. Particular mention was made of the formation of an
* After Care Ladies’ Working Socicty,” for the assistance, by grants of clothing,
of indigent convalescents. The foundress of the Society is Mrs. Richardson,
Parkwood House, Whetstone.

Dr. T. C. 8HAW, Hon. Treasurer, gave an account of the financial position
of the Association. Its funds were slender, but whatever good had been effected
had been accomplished almost without resort to the money in hand.

Mrs. ELLIS.CAMERON gave & short address, indicating ways in which the
work of the Association might be expanded, and expressed willingness to
continue temporarily to hold the office of Secretary of the Ladies’ Committee,
and to receive periodical meetings at her house,

The Earl of SHAFTESBURY spoke words of encouragement with respect to
the genuine need of such an Asrociation, and to its ultimafe acceptance, and
he also referred to his association for 53 years with lunacy work.

. Dr. D. HAck TUkE, Dr. EDGAR SHEPPARD, and Dr. SEWARD addressed
the meeting,

Thanks were proposed to the Earl of Shaftesbury and Lord Cottesloe, and the
meeting separated.
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