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FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

2026-2027
APSA CONGRESSIONAL

For more information, please visit www.apsanet.org/cfp or contact
fellowship director Ann Burke at aburke@apsanet.org or 202-349-9372.

2026-2027 APSA Congressional
Fellowship Program - Apply Now!
Established in 1953, the American Political Science Association’s
Congressional Fellowship Program is a highly selective, nonpartisan
program devoted to expanding knowledge and awareness of Congress. The
Washington, DC-based program gives journalists and other professionals a
hands-on understanding of Congress and the legislative process through
fellowship placements in congressional offices. Through this array of
activities to build expertise in congressional affairs, the fellowship provides a
professional development opportunity of unique benefit.

Fellows begin their fellowship year with a comprehensive one-month
orientation with congressional experts and policy leaders. Fellows then
spend the remainder of the year to serve in an office in the Senate or House
of Representatives.

Application Criteria & Qualifications

QUALIFICATIONS for Political Scientists: Political Science fellows have completed a PhD in the last 15 years or will
have defended a dissertation in political science by November of the fellowship year. The program is open to scholars
in all fields of study within political science who can show a scholarly interest in Congress and policymaking.

QUALIFICATIONS for Telecomms/Journalists: Early and mid-career print and broadcast journalists (including online
journalists) who have a professional interest in Congress. Candidates must have a bachelor’s degree and two to ten
years of professional experience in print or broadcast journalism, which may include or consist of experience in
professional online journalism.

THE FELLOWSHIP YEAR: Orientation begins late October 2026. Fellows are in their placement until mid-August 2027.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: Nominations are submitted directly to APSA through an online portal. Application
packages are due January 16, 2026. Visit www.apsanet.org/cfp to complete and submit your application materials.

STIPEND: Fellows receive a minimum $66,000 stipend, support for relocating to DC (up to $1,000), and assistance
with health insurance (if coverage is lost as a result of participating in the fellowship) In addition, the fellowship
supports the cost of a district trip with the fellow's host Member of Congress and the possible inclusion of an
exchange trip to Ottawa, Canada.
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