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harmless lunatice, is oaakted in thenew Act; and the the Old Act to 186. This ariees not only from the
distinctionrecognised in man1 secUoDB of the old Act, introduction of new clauea, but of manyothers from
bettveen chronic and odler luna.tice is abogether Itlp- &he Acta amending the Old .Act, and from 8tatuteI
pressed.. The power of requiring meeAags of Visiwl'l relating to the adjudication of settlements.
to be called is extended to the Superira..den~ The wordiDg of the Act is mote conciae thaD iha

Sections 47 to 5i relate to the raising of money tor of the old one. The phrase" and be it enacted," baa
providing asylums. The old minimumlimit of £600 beett omiued in f1f~ section. Although someunne-
for a mortgage bond is omi~ ceseary verbiap and repetition may still be mained,

SectiODB lI3 to 66 re1a&e to the managemeDt of BUcb phrues asthe following, "aha11 bebinding, final,
asylnms and appointmen& of ot1leers. Tho IDOIt hn- and conclueive upon aU parties to all intents and pur-
porten' novelties are: thepowerorVisitora to re&en'e poses what8oever," and the like, are leM frequently
vacant beds for special purpoeee, and to declare asylum observable, than in the old Statute. Section)04 is
to be full; to refue admiuion of patients from places included almost 'Verbatim in IeOtion N, in a mumer
whereinfectiousdiBeue iB prevalent; the duty impoeed which oonld searcelyoccur, except by oversight.
on Viaitors of an annual audit of aeconntB; the duty The Act on the whole has been drawn with grea&
of ward visitation madelmperative every two monthe, ~and skill; theprinciples upon which it is founded
iDs&ead of every three, and by two Visitors il1lte&d of are indeed, withone exception.identical with thOle of
by three; the Medical Oftlcer directed to be made the Statute which it repeals and replaces. It iJ, how-
Superintendent, and prohibited (rom being Treuurer; ever, more complete in its details. and more workable
the powerof granting superannuationsto oftlcen and than the latter. The one dift"efenee of principle which
eervant8 mwferred from J11Itices in Session to Com- it contains is, the withdrawal, not only of permission
mittee of Visitors; and I1lperaDDuations to be granted to establish asylums for chronic C88e8, but the careful
for I8rrice ezceeding twenty yean, as well 81 for removalof all phruearecogniling a diBtietion between
incapacity from di8eue or age. chronic and other lunatics.

Sections from 66 to 94 relate the visitation, confine-
ment, remonJ., and discharge of lunatic&' Medieal
Oftleera of uniOUI are noW' required, under penalty, TM Non-RutnMt 8,..., a Note IJg Jon CollOLL1".

to make a quarterlyvisitation and return of charge- "D., &c..
able lunatiea in their districts, with fee or i •. 6d. for In the first number of the .Asylum J oumal (p. 16).
each Mt. The prohibition against Medical Officers the opinionor Profeseor Albers of Bonn iJ quoted fro'IIl
of' uniona ligning eertifieaces of insanity of paupem is Froritp'. Taguhlricl~ and veryproperly commented
withdrawn. Justices may order a fee for a medical upon by the Editor of this new and useful publication.
examination, though no certificate is giVeD. Relieving The otBcere of the British u.r1uma in which, for
Officers, ete., are liable to a penalty for neglecting to many years, the 118tem. of non·restraiDt has DOW been
execute an order of removal to asylum. The medical 8UC0688fuUy maintained, have, for tho molt put, rea
certiflca&e is to state facts observed by certi1ler. and frained from mere verbal contro.,ersy, on a questionof
those reported to him. on which the opinionof insanity which the merita wereto be judged ofby the etfectst u
it founded. Absence of patients from asylumon trial manifested in their respective aaylnms. Thure is,how-
is to be for such period as Visitors may think fit; not ever, one epeeloas objection to thenon-restraintsystem
limited, as before, to ODe month. Overseen and He- 80 prevalent on the Continent,and 80 continuallyre-
lieving OfBce1'l neglecting to removelunatics on notice peatedby German and French physicians, aa to demand
of discharge, liable to penalty. Defective orders and especial notice. The objection is precieely ~at ad-
certifteatos may be lIllended within fourteen days. vanced by Professor Albers; namely, that it compriael
Patients escaping may be retaken within fourteen eM holdiag of 1M 1uJruJ. 01pabatl by 1M GttadaJetJ,
days. Medical journal is to state bodily disorders of oftenfor /war, togftAer. The simple amwer to this is.
patient!, and to omit stating the condition of asylum. that i~ comprises no such thing. In every year I find
Copies of ColIlDliationera' reports OD visiting asylulDB this objection madeby German and French physiciane
to be sent to their office. who visit England : but I have never met with one

Noticea of death are Dot to be sent to Clerk of of them who pre~nded to have seen such a holding of
Peace. Notices of discharge, removal, escape, or hands in this country. Yet they return to Germany
recapture, are to be sent to Commiseionera, Sections and France, and, one after the other, repeat an objec-
from 94 to 122 relate to the expense of maintenance tion which bas no foundation.
and removal of pauper and other lunatics. Most of The truth is, that there are not many physiciansin
these clauses refer to orders of adjudication and ap- England, except tbOie who reside in asylums, who
peals. Bxpeuses of burial, removal, or discharge, are know what the system of non-reacra.int really is; and
to bepaid by Guardians or Overseers. that OD the continent there does not appear to be one

The remaining sections are miscellaneous. S. 122 physicianwho baa taken the pains to understand it.
ia important to medical men. The Secretary of Com- All who have real experienceof it know,that wb~re it
missionersor the Clerk of Visitors may prosecute for is perfectlycanied out, the injuries spoken of by Pro-
offences. The interpretation clause limits the tenn fessorAlbers becomerarer, and the personal struggles
physician,surgeon, or apothecary, to those authorised of leu frequent occurrence. A continued attendance
to praetise by some institution in the United Kingdom on the practice of a .ell maaaged asylum seldom, I
and actually in practice. think, leavesa doubt on this subject in the mind of a

The number of sections has extended from 87 in student eap&ble of observation; and it.ia much to be
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hoped, that the arrangements and government ot oar admiaaion at the county asylum,and Isendorsedby a
large asylums will,before long, be 80 improvedas to member of the Committee of Visitors. In these
afford ampler facilities for observing tbe real effects of changes it is probable that a necessity may be traced,
thisand of all other partsof the treat,mcnt of t.heinsane. arising from the insufficiency of the metropolitanand

In the mean time, there are two fat.cts which deserve other county aaylWll8 to receive their pauper lunatics.
tho attention of all who feel interested in the question They also indicate 8 reeognldon, which socle&y had
of non-restraint. First, that no physician, resident in previously accepted.of the sufficiency of the liceDaed
anyBritishasylum, evergave a fair trial to this 818tCm bOQJe8 as now conducted, for the reception, care.
without adopting it; and that whereveradopted, it has and treatment of lunatics,whetherpauper or private.
neverbeensubseqnently abandoned. The secondfact The interchange of medical superintendent8 between
is, that asylnms are now opening everyyear in differ- public aud private asylum. for the i.naDe, mates t.hiI
ent English coun~ for the reception of paticnta recognition as agreeable as it is juA.
varyiug in number from 200 to 1000, and that in DO Tho Report of Mr. Farr which baa been qDOCed
oneof them is one instrument of moohanieal restraint states, that the average annual mortality of paupers at
ever provided. Hanwell wu 12 per cent., that at the licenIed h01l8el

21 percent.
The reports or HanweD shew, that fr<ml JlDuary It

~tiou OJI 1M NeJD .dIgl""'B .Act, 1Jy WJLLUII 1846, to December 31. 1852, the average umualJDOl'o
LBI', E8Q., )(,8.0.&, M«lictU SupermtmtleAt 01 tM tality baa been reduced to 6 percent. The diIchargee
Ozli1NUmre tWl BerltsAi:re COWltg Laatic .dIgl1llfl. OD recoveryin 1852, were " per cent. The licenIed
The .,nn of opinion which in 1845 was directed houses publish DO reporta, to that a new compariaon

agaiDSl licensed pauper asyhuns, bu done ita work, cannot euily be instituted.
and bas passed away. Ten years have elapsed since 1& is.however, convenient to DOt.iee the state of the
the evidencewas collected on whichthe Report of the asy'lum tor the county of Surrey, whieh, beingcapable
Metropolitan Commissioners in Lunacy wu founded. of admitting a large proportion ot patienta from the
In the lear 1841, Mr. Farr, who has lost nothing of county, may be nppoeed in the character of 1&1 in-
hiJ fame for statistical aeenrac,.., reponed to the Sta- mates to approximate to the licensed houeL The
tistiea1 Society of London, on the mortality of lunatics. population 01the county of Surrey is e83,OSI.
In that Report it is printed in itaJ.ica, that" TM CUI- In 1848,the~ Dumber of pedentelreMed iD the
fIWI.1 wwtality of hotA mak aM f~ pa"per. itt tIM year wu 459. The monalitywas '1 per cent. The
licMIed NnuU aMI flear" taDiCf till great tU 1M tJIOr- dlscharge& on reet:1're1:'f 4·8 per ceD~
Itzlity of ptJuper. at HafttDJI, tmd twnce (U grtJa' (U In ]851, the total Dumber lreMedwas 1141. Mor-
1M .ortolitg ofotAer laatIc. U. 1M liceIued 1wuu. taUty, 10-5 per cent. BecoYeries, 10 per ceIlt.

The Lunacy Act of that dar would speedily expire. In 1852, the total Dumber trea&ed was 1118, or ODe

The humano system or treatment then recently ad- ofevet1 '60 of the populadoa. Konality, 8 percent.
nnced to great prominence M Hanwell, was receiving :Recoveries, t"·G percent.
enthuaiastic admiration. The legislamre in its tum The admlsaiou of the year, 860 ~ orpMiema be1Dg
aecep&ed the publicfeeling, and pused the Act which leasthaD twelvemonths insaoe.214; of whom 26 died
made it compulaory OD the eounties and borougha to in &he 1ear; 76'weredilcharged recovered within she
provide adequateasylum aceoolIJlodatiOD fortheir psa- year.
per lunatics. Though not restricting the 1118orwork- While the late Act was in torce it was competent to
bousee lor the care of chronic lunatics, it made it d1e county of Surrey to claim credit over Middlesex,
compulsory on the Committees of Viskors, to provide that it bestowed thebenefb of asylumtreatment on the
accommodation in publicasylums Cor recentcues, eTe11 greatest proportion of its insanepopuladon. It is DOW

by the removal of the chronic and the uncurable. competent for the authorities of MiddJeeex to reply:
It may, perhaps, be thought that the busy period our Iicenaed houses are a pan of our asylumI1*JD,

of building and change has not admitted of 8u1Beien' and by their aid we not only receive under care and
timeto elapse to test the workingof that Act. Each treatment,far more than our large couoty uyluma will
year adds 80mething to experience, and it has twice accommodate, but we afford a greater amount and
been found advisable to amend the. Act of UW5. variety of medical888isWlce thAn &Dyother C01Ulty 11
The new Statute gives additional power to Com- likely to obtain,
mittees of V'udtors, and introduces great emendatioJUJ It is unneceeeary to dilate on the far greUer elumee
of form. and language; omits the permission to tuJe of recovery in the recentlyattacked, O'f'er the patients
workhouses for asylums for chronic lunatics, and who have been even twelve months in8&De ; or on the
withdraws the distinction previously made between tendencyof the permanently inJaneto accumulate in
chroniclunaticsand those considered curable or dan- the county asylums, to die exc1uion or thoee for
gel'O'D.8; it limite the power of any Committee of whom there is more hope ot reeoverr- The remedy
Vishol'8 to contract with a licensed house for the of the new Asylum Act is build r build f I build II !
charge ofpauperlunatiC8 to five years, and allows the While diose bundings are yet in ueeudon the eervIcea
Visitors of IUl asylum to declareit fun whenita beds of the licensed hospitals and their medicalstaffwill be
are all oeenpiedj and sanctions the reception of a pan- moet important
per lunatic into a licensed house on the order of How long will the need for additional buildings
admission to the county asyl11D4 provided that it is continue? The OO1lDty' of Surrey, lleadng in the,..,*
ltatcd on the order whythe patient baa been refused one-ATe hundred and slx.tiedl part of the population,
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