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NUMERICAL INTEGRATION BY SYSTEMATIC SAMPLING

BY P. A. P. MORAN

Received 19 February 1949; and in revised form 7 May 1949

Recent investigations by F. Yates (l) in agricultural statistics suggest a mathematical
problem which may be formulated as follows. A function/(x) is known to be of bounded
variation and Lebesgue integrable on the range — oo < x < oo, and its integral over this
range is to be determined. In default of any knowledge of the position of the non-
negligible values of the function the best that can be done is to calculate the infinite sum

S(t) = <J S f(t + s8)
g = —00

for some suitable 8 and an arbitrary origin t, where s ranges over all possibb positive
and negative integers including zero. S is evidently of period 8 in t and ranges over all
its values as t varies from 0 to 8. Previous writers (Aitkenp), p. 45, and Kendall (3))
have examined the resulting errors for fixed t. (They considered only symmetrical
functions, and supposed one of the lattice points to be located at the centre.) Here we
do not restrict ourselves to symmetrical functions and consider the likely departure
of S(t) from J (the required integral) when tisa random variable uniformly distributed in
(0,8). It will be shown that S(t) is distributed about J as mean value, with a variance
which will be evaluated as a function of 8, the scale of subdivision.

As our interest is here in the results, in view of their application we shall not attempt
to find conditions of validity more general than those stated, from which it follows
in particular that

^ ZJ(t + s8)

is bounded uniformly with respect toJ and N. Writing E{S) for the expected value of
8 in the above circumstances, we have

E(S) = I Cs S f(t + S8)dt = I*" f(t)dt. (1)
O JO -oo J -oo

We also have var (S) = E(S2) - {E(S)}2,
rur oo -12

where E(S2) = 8] £/(< + «<?) \ dt
JoL-oo J

= <>£ f°° f(t)f(t + s8)dt. (2)
— 00 J — 00

These integrals exist since/(x) is clearly also of class L2( — oo, oo). Formula (2) may
be evaluated directly in particular cases, but it is often more convenient to use a formula
involving the Fourier transform

eixtf(x)dx. (3)
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Consider the function

P. A. P. MORAN

f™fx(y) = f(x)f(z + y)dx.
J - C O

It is easy to see that this is an even continuous function of bounded variation, inte-
grable L{ — oo, oo). Its Fourier cosine transform is

JO

J - o

Then from the theorem on Poisson's formula given by Titchmarsh ((4), p. 61), we have

where ctp = 2n. Putting a = S we get

and thus = 2?r (4)

This formula is often more convenient than (2). Mr D. G. Kendall has pointed out to
me that the above result can also be obtained by Fourier series. For 8(t) is periodic
with period 8 and we can write

cm exp ( - 2nimtj8),

where

Also Parseval's theorem gives

8 jo

and | c0 |
2 = J2, so that

U'{S(t)fdt=

the dash implying the omission of the term for which m = 0. The equivalence of the
two methods is thus a result of Poisson's formula.

We now consider some typical cases. If f{x) is the normalized Gaussian function
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we have E(S) = 1. Now

f°° f(x)f(x + sS)dx = ^- f" e-te

and so ^(£2) = ^ - 2 e^8**'. (6)

But we also have

and so E{8*) = S w
 e x P [ "w P [ ^ j <7>

The equivalence of this to (6) is a well-known formula in the theory of theta functions.
Yates(i) gives a numerical investigation of this case. He supposes/(a;) given by (5)

and takes 8=2. He then calculates 8 to seven decimal places for t = 0, 0-1, ..., 1-9.
The resulting values are, in view of the large value of 8, surprisingly close to unity,
and a numerical estimate of var (S) may be found by calculating the variance of these
values from unit mean. This variance was found to be 0-0001034460. Using (7), we find
that the theoretical value for the variance is

e-*»1 +.. .) . (8)

Taking the value 2e~"J as a first approximation we obtain 0-0001034476, which agrees
with the above to five significant places, the discrepancy being almost entirely due to
the experimentally obtained variance being based on only twenty values. Formula
(7) is here more useful thai* (6), because so long as #< 2jn = 3-5449, the series (7)
converges more rapidly than (6). It is unlikely that we should ever want to use a S
greater than this. Moreover, in most cases (8) is very well represented by its first term.

Similar results hold for other functions. Consider the rectangular function

= 0 elsewhere.

: _ for

= 1 for t = 0,

and so 2n

On the other hand,

f " / ( * ) f ( x + « < * ) d x = l ~ 2 ( l ~ \ s S \ ) i f \ s S \ ^ l ,
J - 0 0

= 0 elsewhere.

Then S £ f" f{x) f(x + sS)dx = 8 " i f l ~ 2 ( l - \ s 8 \ ) ,
— CO J — 00 8 = — p

PSP 46 I
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where I = pS+q and 0 < q < S, so that p is the integral part of IS-1. This equals

S ' i f l~2(pS+q-\sS\) = Z-2(Z2-?2 + g<?) , (10)
s=-2>

= 1 when q = 0.

The equality of (9) and (10) is the Poisson formula

where {W-1} is the fractional part of IS-1. In this case (10) is the more convenient
formula to use.

If f(x) is the probability density in the Cauchy distribution,

and the results are even simpler. We then have

and E(S*) = 2n

Alternatively, we have

dx
/ I i ™2\ /

' — oo \

2

which is another well-known example of Poisson's formula (Titchmarsh (4), p. 64).
The two-variable analogue of the above problem also has both theoretical, and

practical interest. A case which has arisen in practice is that in which f(x,y) is a two-
dimensional Gaussian function,

where p is the correlation coefficient. Let 0 < Slt S2 < oo, and consider the sum

7)i= —oo n = —o

an approximation to

f(x,y)dxdy = 1,
J —00 J —00
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where tv tz are random variable distributed independently in rectangular distributions
on (0,8J, (0, S2) respectively. Then, as before,

E(S) = r r f(x,y)dxdy = l,
J — CO J — CO

and E(S2) = ElS^ £ S f(h + mSu k
I m = — oo n = — oo

= *i*« S S f" f™ fiz + mS^y + nSJdzdy. (12)
m = — oo n = — oo J — OD J — oo

J ("oo /*oo

Write 0(«.«) = ^ - ev-xu+w»f(x,y)dxdy
2W J — 00 J — 00

= — exp [ - £(w2 + 2pwv + u2)].

Then, arguing in the same way as in the proof of Poisson's formula in the one-variable
case, we find that

Em- I i -pf-MS+Trtll' <13>
which, in most practical cases, converges faster than (12).

An interesting theoretical case occurs when f(x, y) is equal to unity (say) at all the
points inside some geometrical figure (e.g. the circle x2 + y2 = B2) and is zero elsewhere.
The theory then connects up with the starting point of D. G. Kendall's paper (5) on the
estimation of the area of a general oval curve by counting the number of lattice points
which fall in it when a lattice of random position is superimposed on the figure.
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