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Discussion of Dr. D. Campbell’s Paper

Mr. R. Pracy (Liverpool)

Long-term endotracheal intubation in infants had been used in Liverpool
for 7 years. Experience had shown that complications due to intubation were
commoner after the tube had been 4% situ for more than a week continuously.
It was now the practice at Alder Hey Children’s Hospital to maintain long-term
endotracheal intubation for 1 week only and if it was found necessary to continue
intermittent positive pressure respiration for a long period, tracheostomy was
considered to be essential. A number of children in whom endotracheal in-
tubation had been maintained for periods of up to 4 weeks had developed
sub-glottic fibrosis and the normal ciliated epithelium had been replaced in
the subglottic area by squamous epithelium. This had lead to difficulty in the
transport of mucus from the tracheo-bronchial tree, through the glottis.
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