
KNOWLEDGE/NATION

Knowledge/Nation brings together academics trained in different disciplines 
and interdisciplinary fields, analysing how India—and the generic political 
form of the nation—has figured as an object of knowledge and a site of critical 
reflection in the last hundred years. The idea is to use the nation both as a 
frame and an object of critique—to explore how disciplines evolve within this 
frame while disassembling and reassembling the nation itself. The volume 
presents a wide coverage—not only narrating the evolution of mainstream 
disciplines such as history, political studies, economics, and literature in the 
wider context of democratic contestation but also asking difficult questions 
of the disciplines, such as how and why philosophy and religious studies 
never became mainstream in the academy, even though they remained salient 
in public debates, how interdisciplinary fields such as gender studies and 
film studies came up primarily under inspiration from political and cultural 
movements outside the academy, and whether a subject such as environmental 
studies can be framed by the nation at all, given that we are facing planetary-
scale ecological polycrises.

Baidik Bhattacharya is an associate professor at the Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies, Delhi. He works at the cusp of literature, philosophy, 
and social sciences. He is the author of Postcolonial Writing in the Era of World 
Literature: Texts, Territories, Globalizations and Colonialism, World Literature, and 
the Making of the Modern Culture of Letters.

Prathama Banerjee is a historian and professor at the Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies, Delhi. She works at the cusp of political theory, cultural 
studies, and history. Her recent publications are Elementary Aspects of the 
Political: Histories from the Global South and the edited volume The Textual Lives 
of Caste Across the Ages: Hierarchy, Equality and Humanity in Indian History.
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METAMORPHOSES OF THE POLITICAL: MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
APPROACHES

The Series is a publishing collaboration of Cambridge University Press with 
The M. S. Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies 
‘Metamorphoses of the Political’ (ICAS:MP). It publishes new books that 
both expand and de-centre current perspectives on politics and the ‘political’ 
in the contemporary world. It examines, from a wide array of disciplinary 
and methodological approaches, how the ‘political’ has been conceptualized, 
articulated and transformed in specific arenas of contestation during the ‘long 
twentieth century’. Though primarily located in India and the Global South, 
the Series seeks to interrogate and contribute to wider debates about global 
processes and politics. It is in this sense that the Series is imagined as one that is 
regionally focused but globally engaged, providing a context for interrogations 
of universalized theories of self, society and politics.

Series Editors:
•	 Prathama Banerjee, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
•	 Antje Linkenbach, University of Erfurt, Germany
•	 Samita Sen, University of Cambridge, Cambridge
•	 Indra Sengupta, German Historical Institute London, London
•	 Sanjay Srivastava, SOAS, University of London, London

Coordinating Editor:
•	 Debjani Mazumder, M. S. Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced 

Studies ‘Metamorphoses of the Political ’, Delhi

Advisory Board:
•	 Martin Fuchs, University of Erfurt, Germany
•	 Jörg Gengnagel, University of Würzburg, Germany
•	 Christina von Hodenberg, German Historical Institute London, London
•	 Shail Mayaram, formerly at Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
•	 Awadhendra Sharan, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
•	 Ravi Vasudevan, formerly at Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi

ICAS:MP is an Indo-German research collaboration of six Indian and 
German institutions funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (BMBF). It combines the benefits of an open, interdisciplinary 
forum for intellectual exchange with the advantages of a cutting-edge research 
centre. Located in New Delhi, ICAS:MP critically intervenes in global debates 
in the social sciences and humanities.

The research on which this work is based was funded by the German 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) through the M. S. 
Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies and its initiative 
‘Metamorphoses of the Political: Comparative Perspectives on the Long 
Twentieth Century’ (ICAS:MP).
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Books in the Series:
•	 Knowledge/Nation: The Humanities and the Social Sciences in Postcolonial India*
	 Edited by Baidik Bhattacharya and Prathama Banerjee
•	 The Silent Rebellion: Labour, Caste, and Education in Colonial India
	 Arun Kumar
•	 Twenty-First-Century Media Aesthetics and the Political*
	 Edited by Ravi Sundaram
•	 Sober State: Origins of Alcohol Prohibition in India
	 Darinee Alagirisamy
•	 Shifting Landscapes: Education and Urban Transformations in India
	 Geetha B. Nambissan, Nandini Manjrekar, Shivali Tukdeo and Indra Sengupta
•	 Elusive Democracy: Dalit Politics, Elections, and the Dilemmas of Representation
	 Michael A. Collins
•	 Women and Colonial Law: A Feminist Social History, 2nd Edition*
	 Janaki Nair
•	 Through the India–China Border: Kalimpong in the Himalayas
	 Prem Poddar and Lisa Lindkvist Zhang
•	 Claiming the People’s Past: Populist Politics of History in the Twenty-First Century
	 Edited by Berber Bevernage, Eline Mestdagh, Walderez Ramalho, and 

Marie Gabrielle Verbergt
•	 Evacuee Cinema: Bombay and Lahore in Partition Transit, 1940–1960
	 Salma Siddique
•	 Women, Gender and Religious Nationalism
	 Edited by Amrita Basu and Tanika Sarkar
•	 Streets in Motion: The Making of Infrastructure, Property, and Political Culture 

in Twentieth-century Calcutta
	 Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay
•	 Rule of the Commoner: DMK and Formations of the Political in Tamil Nadu, 

1949–1967
	 Rajan Kurai Krishnan, Ravindran Sriramachandran, and V. M. S. Subagunarajan
•	 Saffron Republic: Hindu Nationalism and State Power in India
	 Edited by Thomas Blom Hansen and Srirupa Roy
•	 Properties of Rent: Community, Capital and Politics in Globalising Delhi
	 Sushmita Pati
•	 The Secret Life of AnOther Indian Nationalism: Transitions from the Pax 

Britannica to the Pax Americana
	 Shail Mayaram
•	 Debt, Trust and Reputation: Extra-legal Finance in Northern India
	 Sebastian Schwecke

*	Funding from the German Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space 
(BMFTR – Bundesministerium für Forschung, Technologie und Raumfahrt) through the 
M.S. Merian – R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies ‘Metamorphoses 
of the Political’ (ICAS:MP) made it possible for this book to be published open access, 
making the digital version freely available for anyone to read and reuse under a Creative 
Commons licence. The findings/views/opinions expressed in this book are solely those 
of the respective authors/contributors/editors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Max Weber Stiftung or ICAS:MP.
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Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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