
The Brussels Bubble

What happens when European politics goes digital? Behind the scenes
in European Union institutions, a quiet transformation is reshaping
the way power works. Based on long-term ethnographic research, this
book follows diplomats, civil servants, spokespersons and interpreters
through the corridors, meeting rooms, cafés and smartphone screens
of Brussels’ European Quarter. Against the backdrop of Brexit, the
COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s war on Ukraine, it reveals how
digital technologies have become inseparable from the practice of
international politics – reshaping trust, tact and authority in unex-
pected ways. Far from a tale of technological revolution, The Brussels
Bubble exposes digitalisation as a messy, human negotiation about
what diplomacy and Europe itself mean today. Combining vivid nar-
rative with sharp theoretical insight, it offers a rare, inside view of
how global governance, technology and human interaction intertwine
at the heart of European power. This title is also available as Open
Access on Cambridge Core.
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