
Notes on Contributors 

J. Lea Beness is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Ancient History at 
Macquarie University. Her research activities currently focus on three areas: 
the history of the Late Roman Republic; the history of women and gender, 
especially female biography and women's historical writing; and Greek 
landscape archaeology. 

Ian Betts is a graduate of the University of Sydney in Arts and Law (Hons). 
He is a retired solicitor who is returning after many years spent in the practice 
of the law to his real love, Ancient History, and in particular late Roman 
republican and early imperial history. He is presently a PhD candidate at 
Macquarie University, and his thesis involves research into the reasons for 
the establishment of the Roman standing courts, the quaestiones perpetuae. 

Paul J. Burton is a Senior Lecturer in Classics and Ancient History at the 
Australian National University and the author of Friendship and Empire: 
Roman Diplomacy and Imperialism in the Middle Republic (353 - 146 BC) 
(Cambridge 2011). 

Arthur M. Eckstein is Professor of History and Distinguished Scholar-
Teacher at the University of Maryland, College Park (USA). He is the author 
of more than 60 articles on diverse topics and four books on Roman 
expansion in the Mediterranean under the Republic. He is also co-editor of a 
book of essays on John Ford's classic Western 'The Searchers' (1956), and 
its meaning for American society in the 1950s. 

Peter Edwell lectures on the Roman Near East and Late Antiquity at 
Macquarie University, Sydney, and is the author of Between Rome and 
Persia: The Middle Euphrates, Mesopotamia and Palmyra under Roman 
control (Routledge 2008). He is currently working on a project on Roman 
Mesopotamia and an edited volume on the relationship between Rome and 
Persia. 

Erich S. Gruen is Gladys Rehard Wood Professor Emeritus of History and 
Classics at the University of California, Berkeley. His most recent books are 
Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans (Cambridge MA 2002), Cultural 
Borrowings and Ethnic Appropriations in Antiquity (ed.) (Stuttgart 2005), 
Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Princeton 2011), Cultural Identity in the 
Ancient Mediterranean (ed.) (Los Angeles 2011). He has had the privilege of 
supervising or serving on the PhD dissertation committees of more than 
ninety students. 
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Tom Hillard is an Associate Professor in the Department of Ancient History 
at Macquarie University. His research interests include Roman social history, 
the political history of the late Roman Republic and the underwater 
exploration of ancient harbours. 

Bruce Marshall taught Greek, Latin and Ancient History at the University of 
New England for nearly thirty years. He is now a senior research fellow at 
Macquarie University. Until recently he was the long-serving honorary 
secretary of the Australasian Society for Classical Studies. He has published 
two books, edited six volumes, and written some fifty articles, primarily on 
middle and late Roman republican politics. 

James S. McLaren is Professor of Ancient History and Biblical Studies in 
the Faculty of Theology and Philosophy at the Australian Catholic 
University, where he is currently also Associate Dean of Research. He is co-
editor of Attitudes towards Gentiles in Ancient Jewish and Christian 
Literature (Continuum 2013). 

Margaret C. Miller is Arthur and Renee George Professor of Classical 
Archaeology at the University of Sydney and co-director of the AAIA Zagora 
Archaeological Project. She is the author of Athens and Persia in the Fifth 
Century BC, A Study in Cultural Receptivity (Cambridge 1997); her 
publications address research interests in relations between Greece, Anatolia 
and the Ancient Near East in the first millennium BC; Western Anatolia in 
the Persian period; Attic iconography; and Greek settlement archaeology. 

Hannah Mitchell attended the University of Sydney and is currently at the 
University of St Andrews in Scotland writing her PhD on aristocratic self-
presentation and Triumviral politics. Her interests are generally in late 
Republican and early Imperial Roman history. 

Sarah Pearce is Ian Karten Professor of Jewish Studies in the Parkes 
Institute for the Study of Jewish/Non-Jewish Relations at the University of 
Southampton. Her publications include The Land of the Body: Studies in 
Philo 's Representation of Egypt (Mohr Siebeck 2007). 

Tom Stevenson is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Queensland. 
Although at heart an historian of late Republican and Augustan Rome, his 
most recent publications have covered topics as diverse as Cicero's 
Philippics speeches, the statue of Zeus at Olympia, the career and influence 
of Julius Caesar, and the eclectic nature of Roman sculpture. 

Martin Stone is an Honorary Associate in the Department of Classics and 
Ancient History at the University of Sydney, from which he retired as Senior 
Lecturer in 2006. He is currently engaged in research on the late Roman 
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Republic, with special reference to the career of Marcus Crassus, the work of 
Sallust and the relation of Roman ethical thought to political practice. 

Kathryn Welch is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Classics and 
Ancient History at the University of Sydney. Her current research interests 
include Rome in the first century BC and, in particular, the strategy and 
ideology of the Republican side in the civil war of 49 to 27. She also 
researches the historiography of the period, and is currently editing a book on 
Appian as interpreter and narrator of Roman history. 
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