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editorial comme nt 

O ne  o f  the key themes o f  th is  

i ssue of EPS i s  ' g l oba l i sat ion '  -

how to study it ( H ay nes) , how 

it may affect sma l l ,  nati ona l  academic  

com m u n it ies (Angstrom et at) and  

how,  i n  one  of i ts  m a n i festat ions ( the  

'web') , it  may fac i l itate research (see 

' Hyperpo l it ics' by Ca l ise and Lowi ) .  

We a lso present a sym posi u m  o n  the 

soc ia l  ca p ita l debate (ed ited by S i g ri d  

Rof3teutscher) a n d  part two of Ke ith 

Dowd i n g 's adv ice to g ra d uate stu ­

dents a n d  you ng  academics on  g et­

t ing  pub l ished in academic  j o u rna ls. 

Tho u g h  not obv ious at fi rst g l a nce, 

there a re some i nterest i ng  con n ec­

t i o n s  betwe e n  these to p i C S .  

Rega rd less of t h e  fact t h a t  i nte l l ectua l  

endeavo u r  su p posed ly  fl ows free ly  

across n a t i o n a l  b o u n d a ri es, w ith  

c la ims to u n iversa l ity, both i n  i ts  va l ­

ues a n d  asp i rat ions, there is  much 

d istrust i n  academic  c i rc les i n  many 

countr ies towa rds the i m pact of ' the  

g loba l '  on  loca l  o r  nati ona l  com m u n i ­

ty. Our  soc ia l  ca p i ta l  sym posi u m  h a s  

much t o  say a bout  com m u n ity a n d  

whom w e  ca n a n d  ca n n ot trust a n d  

under w h i c h  cond it ions.  Eri k  Usl a n e r  

rema rks t h a t  'Trust ing  p e o p l e  you 

know does not l e a d  to trust i n  

stra ngers... lovi ng  m y  w i fe and  son 

does not m a ke me better d i sposed 

towa rds men who h a u l  away my 

garba g e '  ( tho u g h  we're su re h i s  

garbage co l l ectors wou ld  b e  so rry to 

learn that) . Equa l ly, trusti ng  the co l ­

leagues i n  o n e 's own acade m i c  

department  a n d  loca l academic  com ­

mun ity does n o t  necessa ri ly create 

warm fee l i n g s  to those in other aca d ­

e m i c  com m u n it ies (th o u g h  it  i s  aston ­

ish i n g  h o w  p lac ing  a few h u n d red ,  o r  

even better, a few thousa n d  m i les 

between o n ese l f  and ce rta i n  co l ­

leagues ca n do  p recise ly  that) . 

But the rea l  issue i n  academia  ( a nd 

e lsewhere)  is ' i dentity '. Angstrom et at 
respond to the worry that the Swed ish 

professio n 's openness to the world a n d  

t h e  g loba l isation  experience is depriv­

i ng  it  of its nationa l  cha racter, a l low ing  

some k ind  of Ang lo-America n stra n ­

g l e h o l d ,  especi a l ly concern i ng  p u b l ica ­

t ion ( p lac ing  a rt ic les i n  i nternationa l  -

read  Ang lo-America n - jou rna l s) a n d  

associat ion ( p reference for i nterna ­

t iona l  rather t h a n  nat i ona l  confer­

ences) . In a worst case scen a rio ,  one  

cou l d  imag ine  a d iv is ion - and  much  

m istrust - between a susp ic ious, l and ­

locked academic  caste a n d  a cos­

mopo l i ta n ,  m uch -trave l l ed ,  but eq u a l ­

ly se l f- rega rd i ng e l ite . I n  t h e  m uch 

be loved p h rase of the ' no-g loba l '  i nte l ­

lectua l ,  t h e  fi rst wou l d  be a 'site of 

resista nce to g loba l i sation ', wh i l e  the 

second wou ld  proselytise Ca l i se a n d  

Lowi 's ' hyperpol it ics' as t h e  priv i l eged 

foru m for a tru ly i nternationa l ised 'd i s­

cussion ,  com pa rison a n d  extension of 

key concepts of the d i sci p l i ne '. But 

though  the prospect is  p l ausib le ,  it  is  

rather u n l i ke ly  that one  g ro u p  of aca­

dem ics wi l l  th rive v i rtua l ly ' in  the 

Matrix', wh i le  a nother fi g hts va l i a nt ly 

for the preservat ion of a 'gen u i ne ', 

loca l c iv i l i sation . 

I n  Sweden ,  as it turns out,  there 

a p pea rs to be a n  end u ri n g  ba la nce 
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between i nvo lvement  i n  the  i nterna­

t i o n a l  co m m u n i ty a n d  a stro n g  

embrace o f  nati o n a l  academic  cu ltu re .  

W h i l e  i nternat i o n a l  coo p e ra t i o n  i s  

rated h i g h ly, a n d  n o n-Swed ish  j o u r­

n a l s  a re va l ued  m o re h i g h ly than  

Swed ish  ones ,  Swed ish  po l it ica l scie n ­

t i sts va l u e  the i r  N o rd i c  associat ion's 

confe ren ces the h i g h est.  It 's fu n g o i n g  

t o  APSA, but  there's n oth i n g  l i ke d i s ­

cussi n g  the l oca l e lect ion  resu lts over 

a g lass  of 'gotlandsdricke' a n d  a 

m oose steak of a winter's evening in  

downtown U m ea. As o u r  Swed ish  co l ­

leag ues wou ld  say, 'Barta bra men 

hemma bast'. N everthe less,  ' Swed ish  

po l it ica l sc ience', conc l ude  Angstrom 

et aI, a ctu a l l y  'th rives i n  [ i nte rnat ion­

a l ]  com petit ion ' .  

Th is  has  lesson s  for those i n  other 

nat ions less ready  to a ccept that 

engagement  with  the i nternati o n a l  

a ca d e m i c  com m u n ity i s  good  fo r 

them,  a n d  where a perverse form of 

i nte l l ectu a l  n a t i o n a l i s m  is often  

rema rka b ly  stro n g . The b i ggest p rob­

l e m ,  of cou rse, i s  that, i nevita b ly, 

' i n tern a t i o n a l '  m e a n s  ' E n g l i s h - l a n ­

g u age' .  But i t  i s  m ista ken t o  be l ieve 

that p u b l i s h i n g  i n  E n g l i sh  i n  Ang l o  o r  

America n j o u r n a l s  (whose ed itori a l  

boa rds ,  as  i n  t h e  case o f  EPS, may 

actua l l y be  rat h e r  n o n -An g l o  

America n ) ,  or  ta k i ng  one's i nte l l ectua l  

cues from such j o u rn a l s  o r  i nterna ­

t i o n a l  confe rences,  amou nts t o  a n  

abandon ment of, o r  threat t o  nati o n a l  

aca d e m i c  c u l t u re .  Thou g h  Ph i l i ppe  

Sch mitter wrote i n  EPS 1:2 that  we  

s h ou ld  fea r  and  rej ect t h e  

America n i sat ion o f  E u ro pea n po l it ica l 

sc ience, a g l a n ce at some of the lead­

i n g  i nternationa l j o u rna l s  i n  po l i t ica l 

sc ience revea l s  the tru ly  cosmopo l ita n  

( rather  t h a n  p u re l y  'Am e ri ca n '  o r  

'Ang lo ' )  nature o f  those p u b l i cations .  

If we w ish  to  m a ke them m o re reflec­

tive of a g reater d iversity of academic  

tra d it ions,  then  the  best way is for aca­

demics everywhere to m a ke them the 

target of the i r  h i g hest q u a l ity papers .  

Furtherm o re ,  t h e  h i g h  stan d a rd s  of 

pub l icat ion that made them ' i nterna ­

t iona l '  i n  t h e  fi rst p l ace a lso m a ke 

them obvious venues for you n g  a ca d ­

emics who w i s h  t o  hone t h e i r  ski l l s  a n d  

bo lster t h e i r  rep utations ,  both at  home 

a n d  a b road - a po int  w i th  wh ich ,  we 

a re s u re ,  Keith Dowd i n g  wou l d  a g ree .  

Rej ectio n  i s  a g reater poss i b i l ity than  

in a nationa l  journa l ,  but  then,  as o u r  

Swed i s h  fri e n d s  wou l d  say ' Friskt 

v/!Jgat halften vunnet' ( i n  the i nterests 

of cu l tura l  d ivers ity, we a re p rov id i ng  

no E n g l ish tra ns lat ions) .  

Yet i n  some c i rc les i n  some cou n ­

tr ies you n g  academics a re sti l l  v iewed 

as 'tra i tors' i f  they p u b l ish  in othe r  

tha n  the nati o n a l  j o u rn a l s ,  o r  spend 

too much  of the i r  t ime and tra i n i n g  

a b roa d .  T h i s  k i nd  o f  paroch i a l i s m  i s  

dy ing  out but  a l l  too  s lowly. And 

rep lac i ng  i t  with a ' E u ropean isat ion '  of  

the d isci p l i ne ,  i n  o p pos it ion to so­

ca l l ed Ang lo-America n socia l  science ,  

wou l d  be as  foo l i sh  as  creat i n g  a 

E u ropea n defence com m u n ity to con ­

test t h e  America n s  a n d  B rits based on  

t h e  m i l i ta ry p rowess of  Fra n ce ,  

G e r m a n y  a n d ,  e r. . .  Be l g i u m  ( n o  

offence - or  d efence !  - i ntended ) .  I n  

a n y  case, i n  Ca l i se a n d  Lowi 's wor ld  of 

'hyperpo l it ics', there s h o u l d  deve l o p  a 

co m p lex i nterm i n g l i n g  of the loca l ,  

nationa l ,  supra nati ona l  a n d  g l o b a l  i n  

the study o f  t h e  d i sci p l i n e .  

W e  conc l u d e  with one  fi n a l ,  a n d  we 

be l i eve tru ly  va l u a b l e ,  p iece of adv ice 

to g raduate students a n d  you n g  aca d ­

em ics everywhere,  i n  the l ast tru ly  

pa n - E u ropean l a n g uage ,  Lati n :  'Non 

illegitimi carborundum est' ( w e' re 

afra i d  you' l l  have look to look that one  

up as  we l l ) .  

Jim Newell a n d  Martin Rhodes 
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