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2026 marks the 50th anniversary of the publication of Art Libraries Journal — the
journal of the Art Libraries Society of the UK and Ireland. ALJ has consistently
explored the boundaries of art librarianship across Europe, North and South
America, Asia, Africa, and Australia. Though the articles in ALJ attract special
collection librarians, arts and museum professionals, connoisseurs, and artists, at
its heart the journal was created for art librarians and remains so today. Gustavo
Grandal Montero, Editor of ALJ, adds his thoughts on the 50th anniversary and the
legacy of Art Libraries Journal in the editor’s note that follows but in many ways
this issue exemplifies the historic pluralistic nature of the journal and contains
articles that will resonate with readers across the entire spectrum of art
librarianship. Tess Colwell presents her efforts to engage fine art students through
embedded librarianship, Lisa Duffy-Zeballos and Theresa Kutasz Christensen look
at the International Foundation for Art Research’s (IFAR) groundbreaking
provenance research education program launched in the final year of the
Foundation’s 55 years of provenance guidance, John Latour shows how the
library space and its collections can be the impetus for artistic intervention with
the sensorial MANUAL performance by the artists: Adam Kinner and Christopher
Willes, Shannon Marie Robinson illuminates how library instruction can
incorporate book object-based learning to increase patron competency and
satisfaction, Elizabeth Ashley Fox-Jensen shines a bright light on the Ted Stamm
Slide Archives representing 500 artists of New York’s art scene from 1968 to 1984.
Ashley Fox examines how slide archives such as Stamm’s are essential
repositories of feminist art history preserving evidence of feminist and
marginalized artistic practices. Finally, Matthew Rhoades reviews the essential
title: Nazi-Era provenance of museum collections: a research guide by Jacques
Schuhmacher.
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page 2 Viewpoint—Philip Pacey

5  Open Eye Research—Anthony Coulson

13 The Central Lettering Record—Leonora Pearse

23 The Sanctuary of Printing: John Johnson and his collection—
John Feather

33 The Artist as Book Maker—Natalie d’Arbeloff
Reviews:

42  Fine arts: a bibliographic guide—Vera Kaden

45  Art Kunst—Gaye Smith

47  Libraries in Higher Education—Philip Pacey

The Art Libraries Journal, published quarterly by ARLIS, the Art Libraries
Society in the United Kingdom and-Republic of Ireland, is concerned with
the documentation and librarianship of art and design throughout the world.
In addition to articles, the Journal prints readers’ letters, and reviews art
bibliographies and books about, or pertinent to, art librarianship. The
Editor invites submissions and suggestions from wherever they may come.
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the
Editor or of ARLIS.

The Art Libraries Journal is distributed to members of ARLIS as part of

their membership. Subscription rates (including postage) for non-members
are as follows:

£3.00 p.a. United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland
£5.00 p.a. Other countries (including air mail postage to countries outside
Europe)

Single copies may be purchased for £1.00 plus postage

Editor: Philip Pacey, The Library, Preston Polytechnic, Corporation Street,
Preston PR1 2TQ, Lancashire

Advisory Board: Judith Hoffberg (North America); Jacqueline Viaux (France)
Advertising Manager: John Matthews, Faculty of Art & Design Library,
Bristol Polytechnic, Clanage Road, Bower Ashton, Bristol BS3 2JU
Subscriptions:” Anthony Coulson, Open University Library, Walton Hall,
Milton Keynes MK7 6AA

Designed by: Duncan Glen
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