and how we teach students about the Con-
gress will certainly change for the better,
and my teaching will probably be viewed as
more credible than before I had experience
on the inside. From an academic perspective,
my time in the CFP will clearly inform all
of my future research on Congress. Theory
building for future research will undoubt-
edly be influenced by this experience, and
many of the relationships I build will last
beyond these 10 months to shape and inform
all aspects of my academic career. I think

CFP provides an un-replicable chance for
scholars to advance their knowledge and
increase their institutional value.

In closing, I hope that this essay will
encourage more scholars who are actively
engaged in research to explore such oppor-
tunities. Whether a professor on the tenure
track, or a Ph.D. candidate pushing forward
on the dissertation, CFP can provide many,
many benefits. Please contemplate the bene-
fits of such an experience, beyond the possible
inconveniences or setbacks that can easily

come to mind, and evaluate the possibility
that these things are clearly overshadowed
by the vast, potential benefits of the APSA
Congressional Fellowship Program. m

NOTE

1. In this case, unlike most offices, I was able to meet
the representative during the interview process. In
fact, most of the interview was conducted by the
representative.

Congressional Fellowship Program
2008-2009 Office Assignments

More than 50 years later, the program remains devoted to its original objective of expanding knowledge and awareness of Con-

F ounded in 1953, the APSA Congressional Fellowship Program is the nation’s oldest and most prestigious congressional fellowship.

gress. For nine months, select political scientists, journalists, doctors, federal executives, and international scholars gain “hands on”
understanding of the legislative process by serving on congressional staffs. Through this unique opportunity, the association enhances
public understanding of policymaking and improves the quality of scholarship, teaching, and reporting on American national politics.
For more information, please visit www.apsanet.org/content_3o031.cfm?navID=41. The 2009 office assignments are:

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Walaya Jariyadham

Rep. Keith M. Ellison (D-MN)
Allison Bowden

Rep. Keith M. Ellison (D-MN)
Jennifer Clark, Ph.D.

Rep. Dan Lipinski (D-IL)
Meghan Gordon

Rep. James L. Oberstar (D-MN)
Marja D. Verloop

Joseph Crowley (D-NY)

U.S. SENATE

Justina Trott, MD, FACP

Sen. Jeff Bingaman’s (D-NM)
Amy McKay, Ph.D.

Sen. Kent Conrad (D-ND)
Reginald J. Alston, Ph.D.

Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA)
Janet A. Phoenix, MD, MPH

Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT)
Gustavo Delgado, Jr.

Sen. Joseph Lieberman (I-CT)
Gretchen E. Alkema, Ph.D., LCSW

Sen. Blanche L. Lincoln (D-AR)
Susan A. Kalasunas

Sen. Blanche L. Lincoln (D-AR)
Michael T. Manning

Sen. James Risch (R-ID)
Brian K. Hensel, Ph.D.

Sen. John D. Rockefeller, IV (D-WV)
Judy Zerzan, MD, MPH

Sen. John D. Rockefeller, IV (D-WV)
Kathryn Kietzman, MSW, Ph.D.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)
Francene Ambrose

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR)

COMMITTEES

Michael A. Feldman
Senate Budget Committee (Majority)
Toni Miles, MD, Ph.D.
Senate Finance Committee (Majority)
Leonard A. Zwelling, MD, MBA
Senate Finance Committee (Minority)
Pamela Camerra-Rowe, Ph.D.
Senate Democratic Policy Committee
Sara Lubbes Simpson
Senate Democratic Policy Committee
Kevin Wack
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations
Amy Widestrom, Ph.D.
Senate Committee on Banking,
Housing & Urban Affairs
Margaret Moss, Ph.D., JD, RN, FAAN
Senate Special Committee on Aging-
Minority
William Curtis Ellis
House Committee on Education and
Labor
Anne Daugherty Miles, Ph.D. , Lt. Col
(Ret)
House Armed Services Committee
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Janet Phelps Heywood
House Committee on Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on the Middle East and
South Asia

Alexander Dorrbecker, LLM
House Judiciary, Subcommittee on the
Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil
Liberties

Camilla Bausch, Ph.D.
House Select Committee on Energy
Independence and Global Warming

Thomas Tsang, MD, MBA
House Committee on Ways and Means,
Majority

Brian Marshall, Ph.D.
House Majority Whip

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Sada Aksartova, Ph.D.
Government Accountability Office,
International Affairs and Trade
Division

Gregory A. Hinrichsen, Ph.D.
Veterans Administration

Robert Ratner, MD
Institute of Medicine, Board on Health
Care Services Recommendations on
the National Priorities for Comparative
Effectiveness Research in Health Care m
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