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The average number of men under restraint was
two; of women, four. The average number of men in
seclusion was five; of women, eight.

The foregoing are the principal points of interest
referred to in the Report.

There are probably some of our readers who are
wont to regard the Dutch as a people

“ That always ply the pump, and never think
‘They can be safe, but at the rate they sink,

That feed like cannibals on other Ashes,
And serve their cousin-germans up in dishes I”—-Hudibras

This, however, is but a travesty; and that the Datch
are capable of high emotions and benevolent designs
they have proved, by the means they have taken to pro-
vide for the caro and the cure of their insane population,

D. H. TUKE,

Suiphuric Acid, v. Urine.

My dear Sir,—If you think that the use of sulphuric
acid diluted with water, as a chemical agent for dis-
impregnating floor, or other boards saturated with
urine, is not as well known to the superintendents of
asylums generally as to myself, may I ask you to give
a place to this letter in the next number of our Journal.

I¢ is of course very desirable to have wooden in
preference to other floors; but often in wet and dirty,
and occasionally also in other wards, these become in
the course of timc partially saturated with urine,
much discolored, and very offensive. No scrubbing
or scalding will effect more than a temporary im-
provement in sach floors, for the wood has absorbed
and holds much, becoming a reservoir for the per-
petual exhalation of tho volatile ammonia.

Let such a stained floor have poured over it a
mixture of one fluid ounce of smlphuric acid with
twenty or twenty-four ounces of water; let the liquor
be diffused in an even stratum, and lic for twenty-
four hours.

The first effect of the application will be effer-
vescence, then the evolation of a strong urinous odonr
(soon disappearing), and lastly, in the course of the
drying up, the deposition of a white film (sulphate of
ammonia) all over the area treated, varying in ambunt
in different parts, according to the depth of stain.

Lastly, let the salt be washed off, and if the boards
be not restored to something like the color of clean
deal, this may be obtained by a second or third
repetition of the process. All odour of urine will be
gone and the room rendered sweet.

I do not find the use of the acid on similarly stained
floor-stones so successful. The action is unequal ;
some parts resisting it, as if protected by something
greasy, A further trial, however, on stone, will be
worth making, after well cleansing the surface with
a strong solution of washing-soda. The acid may be
applied to urine-stained crib-bedsteads, or in any
gituation to wood.

The principle, that of converting a volatile into a
fixed salt, which may be removed, appears sufficiently
good, and I beg to assare youn that the effect is very
gratifying in practice.

There is nothing novel in the idea, which, a8 far as
I know, and as regards this sort of application of it, is
due to my friend and teacher, Dr. Hitch, It can be

considered a8 no more than an extension of its nse in
pillows containing bran, to catch the urine from per-
sons confined to bed with sores, which he communi-
cated to the Lancet, I believe, some ycars since.
I remain, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HUXLEY.
Oounty Lunatic Asylum, Maidstons, October 10, 1854,

Treatment of Cholera.
Essex Lunatic Asylum, Nov. 6th, 1854,

My dear Sir,—In complisnce with your request, I
send you a short statement regarding the cholera cases
which have taken place in this asylum.

The disease first appeared on the 8th day of Sep-
tember last, and has cansed considerable mortality
among the unfortunate lunatics,

Two wards, one on the male, and another on the

female side of the house, were immediately set apart
for those attacked, and attendants were appointed,
whose duty it wag to attend entirely npon the cholera
cases.
The epidemic, however, spread, and from the day
of its first appearance up to the 15th October, nine-
teen cases of Asiatic cholera and ten cases of choleraic
diarrhea took place; of these, twelve recovered and
seventeen died. During the same period, about se-
venty cases of diarrhoea without collapsc were under
treatment.

My treatment of cholera was to give two graing of
calomel every fifteen minutes for the first five hours,
then two grains every half hour for three hours, and
afterwards two grains every hour for from twelve to
fifteen honrs, with cold spring water to drink. Mns-
tard sinapisms were applied to the extremities and
abdomen, and friction was also used, In four of the
cases stimulants were administered, which scemed to
aggravate the symptoms.

Having had considerable experience when in India
in treating the disease, the mode which I then con-
sidered and found most successful was calomel in
small doses frequently repeated, and although the
deaths have been large here in proportion to the
namber attacked, this circumstance arises in a great
measure from the weak state of many of the patients
previous to the attack.

I have no hesitation in saying, that I would again
adopt the same mode of treating the disease, should
this institution be again unfortunately visited by

cholera.
Yours faithfally,
D. C. CAMPBELL.
[(We are informed that there has been a severe outbreak of
cholera in the Hoxton Asylum. All the cases, with one exception,
happened during the first week In October. Nineteen male and
soven femalo patients died. We do not know that the pestilenco
has hitherto invaded any other asylum.—Ep.)

Inquest at the Norfolk County Asylum.

Ou the 23rd ult. an inquest was held at Thorpe, be-
fore Mr. Pilgrim, one of the county coroners, on the
body of William Sizer, a man aged 36, who died
suddenly that morning, in the County Lunatic Asy-
lum. Evidence was adduced to the effect that the
deceased was admitted on the 15th of July last; that
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he was noisy and dirty at night, but harmless; that he
was reported ill to the governor on the 18th wult.; that
he knocked his bedstead about at night; and that, on
one occasion, it was taken out of his room on this
account by an attendant,

Mr. Firth eaid,—I am the visiting medical officer to
this asylum. I have occasionally seen Sizer, but my
attention was not called to him till lsst Friday, when
I found him to be labouring under a fracture of the
ribs; on further examination I discovered a fracture
of the breast-bone, between the second and third ribs;
1 considered him then in a very precarious condition.
The patient was in such a state of mind that I could
not make ont how the injuries came. I saw him again
on Sunday, at which time I considered his condition
as hopeless. I saw no more of him when living. I
have this day made a post-mortem examination, the
result of which leads me to think he died from the
injury on the chest, which must have been done with
great violence; on the right side four ribs were broken,
and four on the left. There were marks of inflamma-
tion on both sides of the chest; on the right a large
quantity of matter was found. These were quite suf-
ficient to account for his death. I think these injuries
conld not have occurred more than ten or twelve days
ago. I think he might have been able to get into bed
as usual after ho received this injury; but I consider
he could not make quick movementa. There are no
external bruises. I think, if Sizer received the in-
jury on Tuesday, the appearances I discovered to-day
might appear; but I think he reccived the injury be-
fore that time.

Mr. Edward Casson said,—I am the resident surgeon
in this asylum, and have attended the deceased from
the time I have been surgeon, which is only about six
weeks. He was very noisy. I discovered no injury
he had received till last Wednesday, when a report was

made to me, that Sizer was not able to get ot of bed.
I went to him, and discovered a tmnour on his chest,
I discovered nothing more at that time. I visited him
afterwards: he remained much the same. I attended
him again the next morning: I then found his ribe
were badly broken. I attended him afterwards, as
often as was necessary. I was never able to discover
in what way he received the injury. He died this
morning, and I have assisted Mr. Firth in making the
post-mortem examination. Wo found four ribs frac-
tared on each side, and considerable inflammation,
which was quite sufficient to account for death. I
could get no information from Sizer how these injuries
occarred, I think if Sizer had the bodstead up end
ways, and it fell on his chest, it might have caused the
injuries we discovered. I think Sizer could not have
received the injury more than eight or ten days. I
considered him in great danger when I saw him on
Thursday morning. I also discovered the breast-bone
was broken.

The coroner having briefly summed up, the jury,
after a short deliberation, returned the following ver-
dict: “That the said William Sizer died from the
effect of  serious injury he received, but how or by
what means the same was inflicted, there is no evi-
dence to prove; and the jury consider there is some
mystery in the case.”

Appointments.

W. H. O. Saxgey, u.0, Load, to be Medical Su-
perintendent of the Middlesex Comnty Asylum at
Hanwell. Female Department.

J. G. Symzs, Esq., M.R.0.8.,, t0 be Medical Super-
intendent to the Dorsctshire County Asylam,

Epwarp Casson, Esq, to be Resident Medical
Officer to the Norfolk County Asylum,

NSANITY.—A MEDICAL MAN, accus-

tomed to the Management of the Insane, is desirous of un

t (1 permanent), either fn an Asylum or

to take charge of & Single Patlent. He wounld have no chjection to

Travel with an Invalid. Apply to A. B., care of H, STEVENS, Baq.
8¢, Luke’s Hoapltal, London.

Dedicated, by permission, to the Rt, Hom, the Lord &, Leonards,

NSOUNDNESS OF MIND IN RELA-
TION TO CRIMINAL ACTS, toing an ESSAY to which the
FIRST SUGDEN PRIZE was this year awarded by the Klag and
Queen's College q6 Physwcians in Ireland. By JOHN CHARLES
BUCKNILL, M.D. Loxp., Physician to the Dovon County Lunatic
Asylum, ke, Just published, price 4s Gd.

London. 8. Highley, 32, Fleet Street.

Just published, price 2 6d,

PRIZE ESSAY on the PROGRESSIVE

CHANGES which have taken place since the time of PINEL

in the Moral Management of the Insane, and the various Contri-

vances which have been udo% instead of Mechanical Restralnt.

By DANIEL H. TUXE, M.D., Licentlate of the Royal College of
mchns, and Assistant Medical Officer to the York Retreat,

P by the Saciety for Improving the Condition of tho Insane.

London: John Churchill, New Burlington Street.

ECTURES on DISEASES of the EYE,

4 dellvered at Guy's Hospital. Bé JOAN MORGAN, F.L.S,

Edited by JOHN F. FRANCE, F.R.C.S.E., Surgeon to the Eye

Infirmary and Leeturer on Opthalmic Surgery nt Guy's Hospital,
A New Editlon, Numeorous coloured plates. 8vo. 12s Gd,

COURSE of PRACTICAL CHEMISTRY

for_the Use of Medical Studants By WILLIAM ODLING,
M.B., F.C.S., Professor of Practical Chemistry and of Nataral
Philosophy at Guy’s Hospital. 8vo. price 4s 6d.

THE CHEMISTRY OF POISONS, de-
signed for the Use of Medica) Mon and Chemists By JOHN
HORSLEY. Second Editlon, rovised and extended. 5s.

MANUAL OF THE DISSECTION
OF THE HUMAN BODY. By LUTHER HOLDEN, F.B.C.S,
Demoustrator of Anatomy at St. Rartholomew's Hoepital,
Post 8vo. 1 vol, complete, 14s.

LONDON: S. HIGHLEY, 32, FLEET STREET.

Errata.—~In Dr. Boyd's paper, p. 122, Ist column, line 16, for
Cruvelhier read Cruveilhier; lines 30 and 51, for cerate read wrate.

All Communications for the forthcoming Number should
be addressed to the Editor, DR. BUCKNILL, Devon
County Lunatic Asylum, mear Exeter, before the
15th day of December next,

Published by Samcer HicrLEY, of 82, Fleet Street,
in the Parish of Saint NDunstan-in-thé-West, In the City of Lon-
don, at No. 32, Flecs Street aforesuld ; and Printed by WiLtian
AND T1eNRY POLLARD, of No, 86, North Street, in the Parish of
Salnt Kerrlan, in the City of Exeter. Wednesday, Nov. 18, 1854.
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