
editorial: 

editorial comment 

I
n h i s  a rt ic le of welcome for the 

new journa l ,  pub l i shed when 

EPS was fi rst l a u nched,  Jean 

B londe l  (200 1 )  a rg ued that i f  we 

be l i eve that po l i t ics i s  i m portant a n d  

t h a t  we have re levant  th i ngs  t o  say 

a bo u t  what  can a n d  ca n n ot be 

ach ieved, then we have to ra ise o u r  

v i s i b i l ity i n  the ' ci ty' - a task t o  wh ich 

EPS ought to contri bute . Two of the 

ways in which th i s  cou l d  be done,  

B londel  cont i nued ,  was by i nv it i ng  

'outs iders '  to contri bute to the jou rn a l  

t o  exp l a i n  the i r  dou bts (and  perhaps 

the ir  hopes ) ,  and by rev iew ing  the 

prob lems in re l at ion to w h ich the con­

tri but ion of po l i t ica l  sc ience i s  essen­

t ia l .  I n  futu re ed it ions we sha l l  seek  to 

g rapp le  with the fi rst of these issues 

by, among other  th i ngs ,  p u b l i s h i n g  

reflect ions o n  the future cha l l enges for 

po l it ica l science - a n d  on the m a i n  

issues d riv ing  po l i t ica l - sc ience fu n d i n g  

- o f  deci s i on -make rs occupyi n g  key 

posit ions  i n  nati ona l  a n d  i nternat iona l  

resea rch fu n d i n g  reg i mes .  Rel eva nt to 

the second  issue a re the refl ections  of 

po l i t ica l  sc ient ists who have exper i­

ence a s  pra ct is i n g  po l i t ic i a n s .  How has  

the i r  knowledge of  po l i t ica l  sc ience 

i nfl uenced the i r  p ractice of po l it ics a n d  

w h a t  i ns ig hts h ave they been a b l e  to 

b ri n g  to the study of po l i t ics from the i r  

experience a s  po l i t ic i a n s? These m at­

ters too w i l l  be covered in futu re ed i ­

tions .  I n  th i s  ed it i on ,  the contri butors 

to o u r  symposi u m  ta ke forward the 

task of rev iewi n g  prob lems to w h i ch 

po l i t ica l  science can m a ke essentia l  

contri but ions ,  by focuss i n g  o n  a n  issue 

of d i rect and i m med i ate concern to 

those with respons i b i l ity for po l it ica l 

restructu r ing  p rocesses i n  cou ntr ies 

l i ke I raq  and Afg h a n i stan (but n ot on ly  

there,  o f  cou rse) : t he  g loba l  trend  

towa rds the adopt ion of  gender  q u otas 

and the h i stor ic leaps in women's rep­

resentat ion that have recent ly been 

made in  va ri o u s  cou ntr ies  of the  

worl d .  As J u d ith Sq u i res, i n  her  i ntro­

d u ct ion to the sympos i u m  i m p l ies ,  

even esta b l i shed e l ites see the u nder­

representatio n  of women as p rob lem­

at ic ;  quotas rem a i n  controvers ia l ;  d i s ­

cuss ion  of them i s  i n separa b l e  from 

debates i n  normative po l it ica l theory. 

So, if there a re resea rch a reas p rov id ­

i n g  opportu n it ies for po l i t ica l  sc ient ists 

to be more v is ib le ,  gender  q uotas 

wou ld  certa i n ly seem to be one of the 

most s i gn ifi ca nt of them . 

But i f  po l i t ica l sc ient ists a re to p lay  

the v i s i b le  part cu rrent ly p layed by 

other  socia l  sc ient ists v is-a-v i s  p rivate 

a n d  pUb l i c-sector dec is ion  m a kers, it 

i s  essent ia l  that the latter be w i l l i n g  to 

attend  serious ly  to what  we have to 

say a bout  the s i g n if ica nce of o u r  work 

in re lat ion  to p rob lems  a n d  reform s .  

U n fo rtu nate ly, i n  t o o  many  cou ntr ies 

in E u rope that w i l l i n g ness i s  nota b l e  

o n l y  for i t s  a p p a rent  a bsence .  T h i s  

t h e m e  h a s  b e e n  d i scussed i n  i t s  va r i ­

o u s  ra m if icat ions  by l a rge  n u m bers of  

our  contr i butors s i nce the jou rn a l 's 

l a u nch a l m ost th ree years ago .  I n  th i s  

ed i t i on  Anne  Daguerre m a kes a fu r­

ther  contr i but ion  to the d i scuss ion  
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with her  p iece on the catastroph i c  

state of the d i sc i p l i n e  i n  Fra nce, faced 

as  i t  is with renewed budget cuts a n d  

a p pa l l i n g  p rospects for po l i t i ca l  sc i ­

ence P h Ds look ing for an a ca d e m i c  

ca re e r  i n  a n  i n crea s i n g l y  d i ff i c u l t  

l a b o u r  ma rket . T h e  p rob lem,  i n  seek­

ing to tack le  such issues, i s  that we 

have, a s  B londe l  (200 1 :  5 )  noted ,  'too 

l i tt le  levera g e  with wh ich  to i nfl u e n ce 

the a uthorit ies '. Daguerre po i nts to 

what  is u n d o u bted ly  a s i g n if ica nt fac­

tor in th i s  l ack  of levera g e : the i n d i ­

v i d u a l i s m  o f  po l i t i ca l  sc ient ists a n d  

t h e i r  u n w i l l i n g ness to conte m p l ate 

ro b u st fo rms  of co l l ect ive a ct i o n . 

Th us ,  we m i g ht add ,  do they perpetu ­

ate a depress i n g  v ic ious  c i rc le  where­

by a l ack  of v i s i b i l i ty deprives them of 

the resou rces they n eed in order to 

a cq u i re that v i s i b i l i ty in the fi rst p l ace .  

U n l ess we are prepared t o  attem pt 

to b rea k out of th i s  v ic ious  c i rc le  - a n d  

th i s  w o u l d  ca l l ,  a mo n g  other th i ngs ,  

for the nati o n a l  po l i t ica l sc ience asso­

c iati ons  to be w i l l i ng to ta ke o n  a 

more nearl y  trade- u n i o n  ro le  i n  re l a -

i m p l i cat i o n s  of  t h e  a rg u m e n t  

adva n ced by Za ppata - Ba rrero i n  h i s  

contr i buti o n  t o  t h i s  ed i t i o n ,  name ly, 

that po l i t i ca l  reflectio n  a n d  theori s i n g  

a re themselves p o l i t i ca l  a ct iv i t i es ,  

i nteg ra l  components of the  contexts 

they seek to a n a lyse .  As po l i t i ca l  sc i ­

ent ists, therefo re ,  we ca n not esca pe 

be i n g  com m itted , i m p l i ci t ly  o r  exp l ic­

i t ly, to one prescr i pt ive pos it ion  or 

a nothe r. The soo n e r  we com e  to terms 

w ith and a ccept th i s  i n ev ita b i l i ty, the 

g reater the se lf-confi dence we a re 

l i ke ly  to have i n  d efe n d i n g  the i n te r­

ests of po l i t i ca l  sc ience a n d  i n  assert­

i n g  our c la i m  to the v is i b i l ity that 

B londe l 's reflect ions  on p rog ress i n  

t h e  d i sc i p l i n e s u re l y  s u g gest  w e  

s h o u l d  h ave . 
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wou l d  seem to be l i tt l e  p rospect, for 

the foreseeab l e  futu re, of a n y  re l i ef 

from that d i s m a l  p rocess of ' m a n age-

ria l  reform', wh ich  i n  th i s  i ssue i s  d is -

cussed - by Joseph Me lch ior  - i n  its 

Austria n  m a n i festati on . Th i s  too i s  a 

theme that h a s  featu red p ro m i n ent ly  

i n
' 

p rev ious  ed i t ions  of the jou rna l ,  

a n d  t h e  message that emerges from a 

n u m ber  of the contr i but ions  o n  the 

top i c  i s  one  that  bears repeati n g : that 

i ts  conti n u in g  adva n ce i s  dye, at least 

i n  p a rt, to o u r  own fa i l u re ,  a s  po l i t ica l 

sc ient ists a n d  as aca d e m i cs ,  to con ­

front h e a d  o n ,  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  i nte l l ectu ­

a l  a n d  eth ica l  i n teg rity that l ies at the 

heart of i t .  

To engage effect ive ly i n  such a cr i ­

t i que  wou ld mean  ta ki n g  serious ly  the  
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