
Interrogating Nazism

Behind the front lines of the Second World War raged a different kind of 
battle. In secret camps across Britain, thousands of enemy spies, soldiers 
and war criminals were interrogated ifn the effort to defeat Nazi Germany 
and the ideology that drove it. Drawing on extensive British archival 
sources, Artemis Photiadou uncovers the methods, motives and moral 
tensions behind this vast machinery of questioning. Within it, officers, sci-
entists and linguists sought to extract military intelligence, as well as to 
grasp why individuals fought Hitler’s war and, eventually, to assess their 
complicity in the regime’s crimes. The resulting interactions expose the 
complexity of those who were questioned, the assumptions of their interro-
gators and the ethical contradictions of a liberal state at war. This is a vivid 
account of how Britain attempted to comprehend the enemy it was fight-
ing. This title is also available as open access on Cambridge Core.

Artemis Photiadou  is Assistant Professor in International History at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science. Her research focuses 
on twentieth-century intelligence history, with broad interests in Britain, 
Germany, Cyprus and Greece.
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In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the explo-
ration of two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural history 
of armed conflict, and the impact of military events on social and cultural 
history.

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare presents the 
fruits of this growing area of research, reflecting both the colonization of 
military history by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of mili-
tary historians in social and cultural history, to the benefit of both. The 
series offers the latest scholarship in European and non-European events 
from the 1850s to the present day.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare
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