ENGLISH SEIGNIORIAL
AGRICULTURE,
1250-1450

Bruce Campbell’s book is the first single-authored treatment of medieval English agri-
culture at a national scale. Methodologically innovative, it deals comprehensively with
the cultivation carried out by or for lords on their demesne farms, the documentation
for which is more detailed and abundant than for any other agricultural group either
during the medieval period or later. A context is thereby assured for all future work on
the medieval and early modern agrarian economies. The book also makes a substan-
tive contribution to on-going historical debates about the dimensions, chronology, and
causes of medieval expansion, crisis, and contraction. Topics dealt with include the
scale and composition of seigniorial estates, the geography of land-use, pastoral hus-
bandry, arable husbandry, land productivity, levels of commercialisation, and the size
of the population in relation to the consumption of food at any given time.

BRUCE M. s. CAMPBELL is Professor of Medieval Economic History at The Queen’s
University of Belfast.
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