EARTH’S AMPHIBIOUS
TRANSFORMATION

In the first history of the oceanic Anthropocene, Stefan Huebner explores
the twentieth-century extension of human habitats into oceanic spaces.
He shows how the effects of this amphibious transformation have
followed a very different trajectory from human-driven change on land, in
terms of both socioeconomic development and environmental degradation.
The extension of the human habitat through artificial islands such as
seabed-fixed and floating structures has granted vertical access to Earth’s
different spatial layers, from the fossil fuels beneath the seabed to outer
space. Huebner asks why this transformation occurred; how it has been
shaped by political, economic, and environmental factors; and how it
has altered marine environments. A deeper understanding of Earth’s
amphibious transformation compels us to reconsider the history and future
of climate change, sea level rise, energy transitions, human-marine species
interactions, globalization, and even urbanization, including floating cities.
This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

STEFAN HUEBNER is Senior Research Fellow at the National University
of Singapore, President of the Society of Floating Solutions (Singapore),
and Deputy Chair of the International Scientific Committee of the World
Conference on Floating Solutions.
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Across the world, historians have taken an oceanic turn. New maritime histories offer
fresh approaches to the study of global regions, and to long-distance and long-term
connections. Cambridge Oceanic Histories includes studies across whole oceans (the
Pacific, the Indian, the Atlantic) and particular seas (the Mediterranean, the Caribbean,
the North Sea, the Black Sea, among others). The series is global in geography,
ecumenical in historical method, and wide in temporal coverage, intended as a key
repository for the most innovative transnational and world histories over the longue
durée. It brings maritime history into productive conversation with other strands of
historical research, including environmental history, legal history, intellectual history,
labour history, cultural history, economic history and the history of science and
technology. The editors invite studies that analyze the human and natural history of
the world’s oceans and seas from anywhere on the globe and from any and all
historical periods.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/cambridge
oceanichistories
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