Contents

List of Contributors page ix
Preface xiii
Acknowledgements Xiv
1 Sustainability Transitions Research: An Introduction 1

ABE HENDRIKS AND JULIUS WESCHE
Part I Understanding Sustainability Transitions

2 The Multi-level Perspective on Sustainability Transitions:
Background, Overview and Current Research Topics 15
FRANK W. GEELS

3 Explorative Transition Governance: Understanding by Engaging in
Transitions in the Making 34
ANIEK HEBINCK AND DERK LOORBACH

4 The Rise of Technological Innovation Systems in Sustainability
Transitions 56
ADRIAAN VAN DER LOOS, REMI ELZINGA, SIMONA O. NEGRO
AND MARKO P. HEKKERT

5 Strategic Niche Management: Past, Present and Future 83
ROB RAVEN
6  Social Practice Theories and Sustainability Transitions Studies 108

SENJA LAAKSO, MARGIT KELLER AND JULIA BACKHAUS

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 15 Nov 2026 at 20:05:10, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318
https://www.cambridge.org/core

vi Contents

7 Deep Transitions 121
JACK DAVIES AND JOHAN SCHOT

Part II Dimensions of Sustainability Transitions
Part IILA Dynamics of Transitions

8 Towards a Critical Study of Temporalities in Sustainability
Transitions: Speed, Duration, Acceleration
and Timescapes 147
LAURENCE L. DELINA

9 Niche-Regime Interactions: Post-Automation in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution 162
ADRIAN SMITH AND MARIANO FRESSOLI

10 Multi-system Dynamics in Sustainability Transitions:
Introduction and Outlook 178
ALLAN DAHL ANDERSEN AND JOCHEN MARKARD

11 Disruption in Sustainability Transitions 201
PAULA KIVIMAA, ANNIKA LONKILA AND MINNA KALJONEN

Part II.B Power and Politics in Transitions

12 Power in Sustainability Transitions 221
GUILHERME RAJ, FLOR AVELINO AND MARIE-CLAIRE BRIBOIS

13 Expectations, Visions and Imaginaries: A Subtle Force
in Transition Processes 241
HARALD ROHRACHER AND KORNELIA KONRAD

14 Policies for Accelerating Sustainability Transitions: Bridging
Insights from Transition Studies and Policy Studies 259
EDGAR SALAS-GIRONES, NICHOLAS GOEDEKING
AND KAROLINE S. ROGGE

15 The Political Economy of Transitions 283
PETER NEWELL AND PARTH BHATIA

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 15 Nov 2026 at 20:05:10, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Contents vii

16 Issues of Justice in Sustainability Transitions 297
SARA HEIDENREICH, MARI MARTISKAINEN AND MARIANNE
RYGHAUG

Part II.C Actors and Agency in Transitions

17 The Roles of Actors in Sustainability Transitions 317
JULIA M. WITTMAYER

18 Intermediaries and Intermediation in Sustainability Transitions 330
WISDOM KANDA, THOMAS MAGNUSSON AND OLOF HJELM

19 Behaviour and the Individual in Sustainability
Transitions 349
ELISABETH DﬁTSCHKE, PAUL UPHAM AND ALINE SCHERRER

20  Only Changing Policy? The Role of Coalitions in Sustainability
Transitions 366
JULIUS WESCHE, MEIKE LOHR AND DAVID J. HESS

Part IL.LD Geographies of Transitions

21 Place and Scale in Sustainability Transitions 389
LARS COENEN, CHRISTIAN BINZ, JAMES T. MURPHY
AND BERNHARD TRUFFER

22 Urban Sustainability Transitions Research 403
MARKUS EGERMANN, FRANZISKA EHNERT, MARC WOLFRAM
AND NIKI FRANTZESKAKI

23 Sustainability Transitions in the Global South 424
BIPASHYEE GHOSH AND PATIENCE MGUNI

Part III Studying Sustainability Transitions

24  How Do We Know What We Know? Ontological
and Epistemological Debates in Sustainability Transitions
Research 451
TOMAS MOE SKJ@LSVOLD

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 15 Nov 2026 at 20:05:10, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318
https://www.cambridge.org/core

viii Contents

25 Transforming ‘Systems’: Which? How? Whose? Why? Whither?
Whence? System Analysis and Critical Systems Thinking
in Transitions Research 464
BONNO PEL AND ANDREW STIRLING

26  Systems Thinking and Complexity in Transitions Research:
Understanding System Dynamics, Feedback Loops
and Non-linear Change 480
FLOOR ALKEMADE AND GEORGE PAPACHRISTOS

27 No Neutrality Here: Mobilising Reflexivity in Sustainability
Transitions Research 496
KASPER AMPE, GERT GOEMINNE, ABE HENDRIKS
AND THOMAS BLOCK

Part IV Future Directions and Challenges

28 Between Deep Roots and a Broad Crown: Reflections on the
Development of Sustainability Transitions as a Research Field 517
MACHTELD SIMOENS, ABE HENDRIKS

AND LEONARD FRANK

Index 528

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 15 Nov 2026 at 20:05:10, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009437318
https://www.cambridge.org/core

