Editorial Policies

Authorship & Acknowledgements
The Journal of Paleontology encourages, where applicable, authorship for contributions made by indigenous communities, international partners, and amateur paleontologists. In cases where the work does not warrant authorship, the Journal of Paleontology encourages authors to consider acknowledging, where applicable:
· Any work conducted or material extracted from tribal lands
· Any contributions made by non-author indigenous partners
· Contributions made by non-author international partners when studies were conducted in foreign countries
· Contributions made by non-author amateur paleontologists
Ethics of Artificial Intelligence use in publishing
The Journal of Paleontology follows the guidelines of the Geological Society of America regarding the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT or other Large Language Models in manuscripts. Specifically, AI tools like ChatGPT or other Large Language Models may not be considered or listed as a paper’s author because these tools cannot take responsibility for the work, sign copyright or license agreements, or assert the presence or absence of conflict. Authors who choose to utilize AI tools in the creation of a manuscript must disclose their use of these tools in the writing of text; production of images, tables, or other elements; collection and/or analysis of data; and any other potential usage, particularly (but not only) if generative AI is involved. This disclosure must appear in a separate section of the paper and must include a detailed account of which AI tools were used, how they were employed, and which portions of the paper resulted from their usage. Any text generated by AI tools that appears in the paper must also be footnoted on the first page. Authors hold full responsibility for the entirety of their manuscript, including any portions generated by AI tools, and therefore authors are accountable for any violation of publication ethics. The use of proofreading tools does not have to be disclosed and is exempt from the dispositions above.”
Specimen Repository Information 
All specimens included in a study (types, illustrated specimens, figured specimens, and measured specimens included) must be deposited in a publicly accessible, permanently curated museum or institutional repository, and assigned unique catalog numbers. If authors are in a situation in which this is not possible (e.g., uncollected specimens, lost specimens, specimens available as molds/casts), they should contact the journal prior to submission. Please note that the Journal of Paleontology does not accept submissions including specimens from private collections. The status of additional material used must also be recorded. Museums and institutional abbreviations should be noted under the Repositories and institutional abbreviations subheading in the Material and methods section. Repository catalog numbers should be provided in the Holotype, Paratype, Type specimens, etc. subheading(s) in the Systematic paleontology section and the figure captions. 
Locality Information 
Locality information must be provided for all specimens and collections that are described, illustrated, or evaluated, especially when new collections are studied. Collecting sites can be recorded latitude-longitude, Universal Transverse Mercator, or other established coordinate systems. A generalized locality map or field photograph is not adequate for this purpose. 
The stratigraphic context and position of all specimens and collections must be clearly defined. This information should be included in and summarized under the Occurrence heading within the Systematic paleontology section. More detailed geographic and stratigraphic locality information is best recorded in either an Appendix or as Supplemental Data. Reference to previously published stratigraphic and paleontological studies may be sufficient in some cases. 
It may be appropriate to exclude locality information in order to protect rare or exceptional collecting localities (e.g., protection of some vertebrate fossil sites) from unauthorized collecting or vandalism. In these cases, the locality information must be archived with the institutional collections and available to qualified researchers. It is recognized that precise geographic and stratigraphic information may not be available for certain older museum collections, even though such collections may have historic or systematic significance. 
Required Permits/Permissions/Licenses 
For localities that require them, collecting permits, permissions, and licenses for fieldwork should be listed in the Acknowledgments section.
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