
Special Issues 

European Political Science Review (EPSR) publishes Special Issues that bring together 
innovative, cutting-edge research that moves theoretical and empirical knowledge forward 
across all areas of political science and related disciplines. We welcome proposals that 
advance theoretical and empirical knowledge, renew established research agendas, or open up 
new lines of inquiry. Our aim is for Special Issues to serve as points of reference within their 
respective fields. 

Scope and Format 

• Special Issues must consist of: 
o An introductory article 
o A minimum of 8 articles 

• The introduction should clearly outline the overarching themes, theoretical framework, 
and empirical contributions of the Special Issue and be no more than 3000 words.  

• Each article must meet the same scholarly standards as any regular EPSR submission, 
making: 

o A substantial contribution to the broader literature, and 
o A distinct contribution to the Special Issue’s core themes. 

Proposal Submission 

Special Issue proposals should be submitted to the editorial co-ordinator at epsr@ecpr.eu and 
provided as a single document. Proposals should include the following elements: 

• A general abstract of the Special Issue 
• A detailed outline, including: 

o Purpose and objectives 
o Key research questions 
o Theoretical and/or empirical approach 
o Innovation and relevance to the field 

• Provisional titles and abstracts for each proposed article 
• Names and short biographies of the guest editors 
• Names and short biographies of the contributing authors 
• A proposed timeline for manuscript submission, review, and revision 
• References or a bibliography, where relevant 

Contributors to the special issue should not author more than one proposed manuscript, 
except for the editors who can also be authors in one proposed manuscript beyond the 
introduction to the special issue. 
 
Review and Editorial Process 

• Special Issue proposals are evaluated by the EPSR Editors. 
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• Proposals may be accepted, rejected, or returned for revision. 
• Acceptance of a proposal does not guarantee publication of the full Special Issue. In 

some cases, an insufficient number of manuscripts may successfully pass peer review. 
• If this occurs, the journal may offer to publish accepted manuscripts as Special 

Collections 
• All manuscripts submitted as part of a Special Issue are subject to EPSR’s standard 

double-anonymous peer review process. 
• The Editors retain responsibility for selecting reviewers and making all editorial 

decisions, though they may consult with the guest editors as appropriate. 

 

 
 

 


