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A position paper is an essay that presents a well-argued opinion of the author about a design topic. While a research papers presents facts, claims or hypotheses and provides objective proof that they are true (or, occasionally, false), a position paper aims to convince the reader that your opinion is valid and worthwhile. 

Position papers in the Design Science journal serve to stimulate discussion in the design community on current or emerging topics. The opinion or “position” that is put forth must be supported by evidence from objective sources, such as published papers, data or documented discussions, but it not required to be validated in the normal way of research papers, and therefore, it is ultimately a subjective statement.

In preparing a position paper consider the following questions:
· Is your topic within the scope of Design Science?
· Does it address an issue of interest to the broader design community?
· Is there some controversy or counter arguments about this issue, namely, are there more than one possible position?
· Is there a plan of action derived from your position?
· Can you make well-articulated arguments with evidence that supports your position?

A typical outline of a position paper contains the following elements.

1. Introduction
 Describe the topic you are addressing and give some background to illustrate that there is an issue. Define precisely what is the issue. Assert your position on the issue.

2. Counter Positions  (if counter claims exist)
Summarize counter positions and provide supporting information about them. Refute these counter positions and provide details that support your refuting. If no counterclaims exist, state so in the introduction.

3. Your Position
Describe your position in more detail. Break it down to several key points. Assert each point separately, describe your position and provide supporting evidence.
 
4. Conclusion
Restate your position and provide an action plan derived from it. 

5. References
As for research articles, but may contain also personal communications
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