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TEMPLATE FOR A FIRST REPORT MANUSCRIPT 
SUBMITTED TO ANNALS OF FOREST SCIENCE
(VERSION SEPTEMBER 2026)



Please use this template for the preparation of the manuscript. Once the manuscript is ready, remove the instructions and keep the headings and the relevant elements (body text, references, figures, captions, tables, etc.). 

Preliminary Note: 
Annals of Forest Science uses a double-blind review procedure (the reviewers do not have access to authors’ names and authors have no access to reviewers’ names. However, first reports will undergo a single-blind review.

All declarations about ethics, funding, access to data and codes, etc… must be provided independently of the main text with the title page and will not be accessible for reviewers. The submitted manuscript should be prepared with a text manager and submitted under an editable format as to process in production. 

Definition of a first report: 
A first report provides a concise account of a novel or previously undocumented observation or discovery of scientific significance, which may subsequently be investigated and presented in greater detail in a full research paper. This may include, for example, the first observation of a disease, pathogen, or pest in a particular species or region, but may also encompass other innovative findings that may subsequently be investigated and presented in greater detail in a full research paper. Please keep the first report manuscript as short as possible (about 3-4 pages). The sections of the manuscript are relatively free. There is no abstract, but a key message providing a brief account of the main results is necessary. 

General information:
Define abbreviations at first occurrence and use them consistently thereafter; avoid useless abbreviations that make the text difficult to read;
Use italics for scientific species names and add the authority name at first citation (i.e., Quercus robur L.) (see http://www.ipni.org/) and use abbreviated names later on (i.e., Q. robur);
Do not forget numbering headings and subheadings for each section, as well as the lines;
Use tab stops or other commands for indents, not the space bar;
Use the equation editor or MathType for equations. If you use Word, do not create the equations with the default equation editor but use the Microsoft equation editor or MathType instead;
Use SI units: Please ensure that all special characters used are embedded in the text, otherwise they will be lost during conversion to PDF;
Do not use page breaks in your manuscript
Do not use footnotes, cite references in the text by name and year in parentheses (example), datasets, and any other information;
Do not use field functions;
Figures and tables have to be grouped at the end of the manuscript.

Guidelines for the format:
Use “sans serif” fonts preferentially (Calibri, Arial…);
Keep lettering consistently sized throughout your manuscript (10/11 pt for body text and 11/12 pt for headings for example);
To comply with the European Accessibility Act, please avoid shading, outlining letters, and any other style elements that could compromise readability.

Title of the paper 
[bookmark: _Hlk222145196][bookmark: _Hlk226019887]The title should refer to the main outcomes of the presented research and be very specific; please avoid using overly broad or too general titles that are not closely aligned with the actual content of the paper. The title for first report should start by “First report:” followed by the name of the observation. Titles are important to attract and to provide readers with a glimpse of the main message of the paper.

Suggested sections for the First Report manuscript: Key message, Context, Material & Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion. This may vary depending on the observation/discovery.

[bookmark: _Hlk226019898]Impact Statement (less than 100 words)

Should be informative and self-standing for stakeholders and a broader readership; it will be used on the website and for external communication purposes independently. 

Keywords (up to 6 keywords)
None of the chosen words should appear in the title. The are used for indexation purposes and for external communication purposes independently. They should be informative and self-standing for stakeholders and a broader readership. 
[bookmark: _Hlk226120642]Number of words, figures and tables are to be indicated here.

Context
The circumstances leading to the observation or discovery should be described and clearly lead to a few explicit research questions and, whenever appropriate, to explicit working hypotheses that may result in a full research paper. 

Material and methods (Optional)
Choose your number of sections as appropriate. This section should describe briefly the methods to enable replication of the study. It should clearly outline the experimental design, including timelines, sample sizes, measurements and replication, and provide a precise and explicit description of the statistical models applied to analyse the data.

Results
Choose your number of sections as appropriate and provide a clear and neutral description of the results, illustrated by the relevant tables and figures (1 or 2 figures to remain short). Do not duplicate results that are already presented in the figures and tables. Do not introduce new information about the methods used that were not reported in the M&M section. Avoid discussing the results.

Discussion (Optional)
This section can be combined with the results section. The discussion should emphasize the importance of the findings and conclude by considering the generality of results in relation to existing research if applicable. This section does not introduce new data, engage in excessive speculation, restate the results in details.

Conclusion (Optional)
Please avoid writing the conclusion like an abstract. Focus on the potential applications of the findings and on their validity at larger scales. Propose further research avenues in perspective of a full-length research paper in the future. 

Reference list 
All published works referred to in the article should be included in a single alphabetical list of references in the backmatter
In the text, the author’s surname, date of publication and, if required, a page number, should be given. For example: ‘(Sauveterre 1998, 20)’.
Citations to works with three or more authors should list only the first author name followed by et al. (e.g., ‘see Gould et al., 2023; Harrison and Ward 2025’)
In the References, list all author names for works with five or fewer authors; for references with six or more authors, list the first three authors followed by et al. (e.g., ‘Gould, Hilary, Martin, Smith and Judy, Olive et al. 2023…’)
‘Ibid.’ should never be used in in-text citations
Page ranges should always be included (where possible) for journal article references but may be omitted for most other reference types (like chapters in edited books). Note: page numbers are only required in citations when referencing specific pages (e.g., when quoting directly from a source).
Volume and issue numbers should always be included in references to journals that have volume and issue numbers. Some journals do not use issue numbers; other journals do not use volume or issue numbers.
DOIs should always be included when they are available. It is acceptable for DOIs to be provided for some references but not for others. Always provide in URL form (in the format ‘https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxxx’, rather than ‘DOI:10.xxxx.xxxxxx’).
For guidance on anything not covered in this section, refer to Chicago Manual of Style.

[bookmark: _Formatting_references:][bookmark: _Hlk239176143]Formatting references examples:
· Journal article:
Kebbi-Benkeder, Zohra, Francis Colin, Stéphane Dumarçay and Philippe Gérardi. 2015. ‘Quantification and Characterization of Knotwood Extractives of 12 European Softwood and Hardwood Species.’ Annals of Forest Science 72: 277–84. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13595-014-0428-7.

· Dataset
Cantiani, Paolo and Maurizio Marchi. 2017. ‘A Spatial Dataset of Forest Mensuration Collected in Black Pine Plantations in Central Italy’. Version 1. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.438681.

· Book
South, John, and Brian Blass. 2001. The Future of Modern Genomics. Blackwell.

· Book chapter
Brown, Brian, and Michael Aaron. 2001. ‘The Politics of Nature’. In The Rise of Modern Genomics, 3rd Edition, edited by John W. Smith. Wiley

· Online document
Cartwright, Jon. 2007. ‘Big Stars Have Weather Too.’ PhysicsWeb. IOP Publishing. http://physicsweb.org/articles/news/11/6/16/1.

· Dissertation
Trent, James W. 1975. ‘Experimental Acute Renal Failure’. PhD diss., University of California.

· Preprints
Bar, David Z., Kathleen Atkatsch, Urraca Taverez et al. 2016. ‘Biotinylation by Antibody Recognition: A Novel Method for Proximity Labeling.’ Preprint, BioRxiv, 11th August 2026. https://doi.org/10.1101/069187.

[bookmark: _Hlk222237053]Tables
Please provide detailed captions indicating all information required to understand the components of the table without any reference to the main text. Be as explicit as possible.

· All tables must be cited in the text to comply with accessibility requirements;
· If citing multiple tables, please avoid ranges (e.g., ‘Tables 1–3);
· Table captions begin with the term Table in bold type, followed by the figure number also in bold type; All tables must have captions as this is necessary to comply with accessibility legislation;
· Table captions should follow minimum capitalization;
· Number all tables sequentially using Arabic numerals;
· Table titles (max 15 words) should be included above the table, and captions (max 300 words) should be included underneath the table;
· Align plus or minus (±) or decimal separator (.) in column of numerical results;
· Use three significant figures (like: 154; 1.54; 0.00154; etc…) unless a higher precision is required;
· Identify any previously published material by giving the original source in the form of a reference at the end of the table caption;
· Indicate footnotes by superscript lower-case letters (or asterisks for significance values and other statistical data) and include the footnotes beneath the table;
· Tables cannot be included as images in the original manuscript; all tables in the manuscript must be editable in the source format.

Table 1. An example of a table
	An example of a column heading
	Column A (t)
	Column B (t)

	And an entry
	1
	2

	And another entry
	3
	4

	And another entry
	5
	6




Figures
When preparing figures, please follow the formatting instructions below. Please find more detailed guidance in our journals artwork guide. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk239157762]Figures should be designed to ensure clarity and readability at the final publication size. They should be prepared to fit either one (85 mm wide) or two columns (170 mm wide), with all text, symbols, and labels remaining clearly legible at the final size;
· Each figure should be closely cropped to minimise the amount of white space surrounding the illustration. Cropping figures improves accuracy when placing the figure in combination with other elements when the accepted manuscript is prepared for publication on our site;
· Do not include titles or captions within your illustrations. Figure titles (max 15 words) and captions (max 300 words) should be provided in the main manuscript, not in the graphic file;
· Figures should be numbered in the order they are first mentioned in the text and uploaded in this order. Multi-panel figures (those with parts a, b, c, d etc.) should be submitted as a single composite file that contains all parts of the figure;
· Supply high resolution figures (minimum of 300 DPI) as separate files. Individual figure files should not exceed 10 MB. Please find information related to preferred file formats below;
· Figures should be uploaded in the correct orientation;
· Lettering must be of the same style for all figures and be 1.5 to 2.0 mm in height (capitals and numerals)
· Colour illustrations should be submitted as RGB (8 bits per channel);
· Provide figures containing vector/editable objects rather than embedded images;
· Figure keys should be incorporated into the graphic, not into the caption of the figure.
Please note that it is the responsibility of the author(s) to obtain permission from the copyright holder to reproduce figures (or tables) that have previously been published elsewhere. In order for all figures to be open access, authors must have permission from the rights holder if they wish to include images that have been published elsewhere in non-open access journals. Permission should be indicated in the figure legend, and the original source included in the reference list.

Figure file format, size and resolution 
For information on suitable figure size and resolution, please see our journals artwork guide. 
For information on suitable file formats for specific figure types, read more about data presentation.

Figure captions
Please supply a detailed caption for each figure with all the information required to understand the elements.
· All figures must be cited in text;
· Figure captions begin with the term Figure. in bold type, followed by the figure number, also in bold type;
· Figure captions should follow minimum capitalization;
· Number all figures using Arabic numerals;
· Cite figures in the text in consecutive numerical order; 
· Denote figure parts by lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.);
· Include the captions in the text file of the manuscript, not in the figure file;
· Describe all elements of the figure in the figure caption (e.g. boxes, circles, etc.);
· Identify previously published material by giving the original source in the form of a reference citation at the end of the figure caption.
[image: ]Figure. 1. An example of a figure
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